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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1920. 

Summary. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,279 

Population  at  Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  11,314 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1920  ...  ...  11,674 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

Rate  per  1,000  living...  ...  ...  ...  22'6 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  10'9 

Infantile  mortality  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  ...  45'4 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  140 

Death  rate  from  7  principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ...  0'87 

Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  0T7 

New  Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

England  and  Wales,  1920. 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  25'4 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12'4 

Infant  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

West  Sussex  Urban  Districts. 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  20'98 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12'21 

Infant  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 
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Horsham  Urban  District. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Horsliam  is  a  market  town  in  the  North-Eastern  part  of  the 
County,  about  thirty-five  miles  from  London,  on  the  Junction  of 
the  formation  known  as  the  Hastings  Sands  with  the  Wealden  Clay, 
but  chiefly  on  the  former.  The  town  is  largely  residential,  and  is 
the  retail  shopping  centre  of  the  surrounding  district.  The  London 
Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  forming  a  junction  of  four 
converging  lines  gives  employment  to  a  considerable  section  of  the 
inhabitants,  the  remainder  being  engaged  in  the  various  occupations 
pertaining  to  this  type  of  town.  There  is  no  large  staple  industry. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  amounted  to  11,314.  At  the 
previous  census  1901,  it  was  9.446,  bub  in  October  1901  the  area  of 
the  Urban  District  was  extended  by  the  inclusion  of  Roffey,  thus 
increasing  the  population  to  11,781.  The  actual  increase  in  the 
population  in  the  decade  was  only  523. 

The  population,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  by  the 
Registrar-General  was  11,674,  an  increase  of  457  on  the  estimate  of 
1919. 

The  approaching  Census  to  be  held  on  the  24th  April  of  the  present 
year  is  badly  needed,  on  account  of  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  last 
one  held,  and  the  great  changes  caused  in  the  distribution  of  the 
population  by  the  war.  It  should  also  yield  valuable  statistics 
concerning  housing. 


BIRTHS. 

The  nett  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  264,  as 
compared  with  162  in  1919,  of  which  129  were  males,  and  135  females. 
There  w^ere  19  illegitimate  births.  The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  was  22'6,  the  highest  since  1904. 


The  following 
past  ten  years  : — 

table  shows  the  changes  in 

the  birth  rate  for  the 

1911 

•  •  • 

21'1 

1916 

...  19'5 

1912 

•  •  • 

17*7 

1917 

...  16'3 

1913 

•  •  • 

19*5 

1918 

...  14'4 

1914 

•  •  • 

18'4 

1919 

13 

1915 

•  •  • 

18'4 

1920 

...  22’6 

The  excess  of  births 
excess  of  deaths  by  22. 

over  deaths 

was  138. 

In  1919  there  was  an 

The  number  of  births  (including  4  stillborn)  notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  228,  of  which  54  were  notified  by 
Medical  Practitioners,  and  174  by  Midwives  or  others. 
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DEATHS. 


The  nett  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  after  deducting 
29  non-residents  dying  within  the  district  and  adding  six  residents 
dying  outside  the  district,  was  124.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  was  107,  a  very  satisfactory  decline  on  1919, 
when  it  was  167,  and  second  only  to  that  of  1901  (9*9),  the  lowest 
recorded. 


The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuations  in  the  death  rate  for 
the  past  ten  years : — 


1911 

...  13*0 

1916 

...  17*8 

1912 

...  12*6 

1917 

...  15*3 

1913 

...  14*4 

1918 

...  17*1 

1914 

...  13*6 

1919 

...  16*1 

1915 

...  16*8 

1920 

...  10*9 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  — 


Disease. 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 
Influenza 
Erysipelas 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Disease 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Organic  Heart  Disease... 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 
Other  Respiratory  Disease 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Deseas 
Puerperal  Fever 
Congenital  Debility 
Violence  apart  from  suicide 
Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 


Male. 


1 

1 

2 


e 


10 

11 

4 


Female. 

1 

1 

5 


1 

14 

1 

11 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 


3  — 

1  1 

4  — 


20 


17 


The  most  noteworthy  feature  in  the  above  list  is  the  small  number 
of  deaths  (2)  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of 
*17  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  district. 
In  1919  the  rate  equalled  17  (14  deaths).  The  death  rate  from 
Influenza  was  *51  as  compared  with  1*5  in  1919. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  12  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered, 
all  being  of  legitimate  children.  The  rate  per  1,000  births  was  45*4, 
a  very  satisfactory  decline  on  previous  years,  and  in  view  of  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  births. 

The  following  table  shows  the  progressive  decline  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate  in  quinquennial  periods  from  1900  : — 

1900-04  ...  102  1915-19  ...  68 

1905-09  ...  79  1919  ...  74 

1910-14  ...  72  1920  ...  45*4 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 


1. 

M. 

5  days 

Premature  :  Convulsions. 

2. 

M. 

8  weeks  ... 

Icterus  Neonatorum. 

B. 

F. 

6  months  ... 

Acute  Toxic  Erythema. 

4. 

M. 

54  hours 

Ceplialhaematoma. 

5. 

M. 

3  months  ... 

Convulsions. 

6. 

F. 

7  weeks  ... 

Whooping  Cough. 

7. 

M. 

14  hours 

Premature. 

8. 

M. 

i  hour 

Asphyxia. 

9. 

F. 

5  months  ... 

Acute  Bronchitis. 

10. 

F. 

35  hours 

Atalectasis. 

11. 

F. 

6  months  ... 

Acute  Gastro-Enteritis. 

12. 

F. 

4  months  ... 

Broncho-Pneumonia.  Convulsions. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water. 

The  public  water  supply  of  the  town  is  obtained  from  a  deep 
bore  into  the  Tunbridge-Well  sands  situated  in  the  town,  whence 
it  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  500,000  gallons 
placed  in  the  highest  part  of  the  district  at  Roffey.  The  water  is 
exceedingly  soft,  and  of  a  very  high  standard  of  purity.  The 
supply  has  so  far  met  the  requirements  of  the  town,  but  it  is  not 
over  abundant. 

The  amount  pumped  into  the  reservoir  during  1919  was  71,712,420 
gallons,  being  less  than  that  in  1919.  The  daily  consumption  per 
head  of  the  population  is  approximately  sixteen  gallons. 

x4n  analysis  made  in  March,  1920,  showed  that  both  chemically 
and  bacteriologically  the  high  standard  of  purity  is  being  maintained. 

Eight  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year,  two  being  in 
the  Rural  District. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  town  is  provided  with  a  main  drainage  system.  The  sewage 
is  pumped  to  Broadbridge  Heath  Farm  in  the  rural  district,  and 
disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation  on  about  145  acres,  assisted  in  the 
wet  seasons  by  filter  beds.  New  sewers  have  been  in  the  roads 
to  the  new  houses  in  the  Council’s  Building  Scheme,  and  connections 
made  to  the  sites. 

The  amount  pumped  in  1920  was  74,042,024  gallons,  being  in 
excess  of  last  year. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease. 

No. 

notified. 

Average 

10  years. 

Incidence 
per  1,000 
population 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Diphtheria  . 

8 

9'0 

0'68 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

9’5 

0'59 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

2‘5 

0'17 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0'3 

0‘88 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

11 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

17  8yrs. 

0*51 

5 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

5'6  8yrs. 

0-08 

1 

6 


The  eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  involved  four  households. 
In  one  family  three  children  were  attacked,  and  the  first  case,  a 
child  of  3i  years,  who  had  been  ill  for  a  week  before  medical  aid 
was  obtained,  died  soon  after  removal  to  Hospital.  The  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  below  the  average.  Three  cases  were 
notified  in  one  family,  the  others  occurring  sporadically  throughout 
the  year.  A  single  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  in  January 
in  a  female,  aged  45,  who  had  recently  returned  to  the  town, 
although  the  clinical  signs  resembled  those  of  Typhoid  Fever,  two 
Widal  tests  of  the  blood  taken  on  the  loth  and  25th  days  of  the 
disease  gave  negative  results  in  all  dilutions.  The  patient  made  a 
very  quick  recovery. 

A  single  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  notified,  which  was  of  a 
very  mild  character,  the  child  made  a  complete  recovery  without 
any  sign  of  permanent  paralysis. 

The  District  Council  make  a  grant  to  the  Local  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion  towards  the  provision  of  nurses  for  the  visiting  and  nursing 
of  Measles  and  Pneumonia.  Fortunately  there  was  no  outbreak  of 
Measles  during  the  year,  one  case  only  coming  to  my  knowledge 
which  was  visited  by  the  nurse  seven  times.  Although  only  one 
case  of  Pneumonia  was  notified,  seventeen  cases  were  visited  and 
nursed.  It  is  very  difficult  to  make  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the 
town  realise  that  Pneumonia  is  a  notifiable  disease. 

There  was  a  very  considerable  decline  in  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  maintained. 

The  District  Council  is  a  Member  of  the  Clinical  Research 
Association.  During  the  year  35  specimens  were  sent  for  examina¬ 
tion,  30  for  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria,  and  5  for  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

33,000  units  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  were  supplied  to  Medical 
Practitioners. 

For  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  accommodation  see  General 
Report. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  seven  Elementary  Schools  consisting  of  fifteen 
departments.  With  the  exception  of  two,  they  are  fairly  modern 
in  construction.  All  are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition.  The  water 
supply  is  from  the  town  mains.  Trough  water  closets  are  in  use 
except  at  the  newly  built  Oxford  Road  Schools,  where  flushing 
cisterns  are  installed. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Inspector. 

For  action  taken  in  relation  to  the  spread  of  infectious  disease, 
see  general  report. 

East  Parade  Infants’  School  was  closed  in  February  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

A  centre  was  formed  in  1915  under  the  administration  of  the 
County  Council,  see  County  Medical  Officer’s  Report,  which  is  yearly 
becoming  of  increasing  value  to  the  town,  and  is  admirably 
supported  by  voluntary  helpers. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

There  is  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances  who  is  also  Inspector  under 
the  Housing  Regulations,  1910,  and  Food  Inspector.  The  super¬ 
vision  of  the  water  supply,  drainage  and  sewerage  and  of  scavenging 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Urban  Surveyor,  Mr.  R.  Renwick. 

An  office  is  provided  by  the  Authority. 

Acts  and  Bye-Laws  Adopted  and  in  Force. 

Adoptive  Acts.  Adopted.  Came  in  Force. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification 

act,  1899)  29th  May,  1886  8th  July,  1896 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 

Act,  1890  29th  May,  1886  8th  July,  1896 

Public  Health.  Acts  Amendment 

Act,  1890,  Parts  2,  3  and  5  ...  6th  Oct.,  1893  15th  Nov.,  1893 

Private  Street  Works  Acts,  1892  ...  8th  June,  1900  18th  July,  1900 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  : — 

Removal  of  Refuse  and  Prevention 

of  Nuisances  .  7tli  Sept.,  1877  27th  Sept.,  1877 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  7th  Sept.,  1877  27th  Sept.,  1877 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  7tli  Sept.,  1877  27th  Sept.,  1877 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  &  Altera¬ 
tions  of  Buildings  ...  ...  27th  Feb.,  1907  9th  May,  1907 

The  following  is  a  classified  summary  of  the  number  and  nature 
of  Inspections  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  C.  F.  Payne, 
A.R.S.I. 

a.  Complaints  .  59 

Bakehouses  .  32 

Butchers’  Shops  .  34 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  42 

Laundries  .  14 

Marine  Stores  .  29 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  10 

Slaughter  Houses  .  280 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  46 

Piggeries  .  13 

Yards  and  Stables  .  30 

Miscellaneous  . 1290 

Visits  of  inquiry  into  Infectious  Disease  .  30 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  .  29 

Drains  tested  (a)  with  smoke  .  28 

(b)  with  water  .  45 

b.  Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Informal  . 169 

(2)  Statutory .  24 

c.  Result  of  Notices  served  : — 

(1)  Informal  complied  with  .  126 

(2)  Statutory  complied  with  . 24 
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FOOD. 

,  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  26  persons  en  the  register,  of  which  10  are  cowkeepers. 
No  new  names  have  been  added  or  names  removed  during  the  year. 
Forty-two  inspections  have  been  made  and  no  defects  or  breaches  of 
the  regulations  discovered. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  1914. 
Registered  ...  ...  ...  7 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  5 


Jan.,  1920. 
7 
4 


Dec.,  1920. 
7 
4 


12 


11  11 


There  are  now  11  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  the  condition  of 
which  is  reported  to  be  very  fair.  No  alterations  in  structure  have 
been  effected  or  any  breaches  of  the  regulations  discovered.  The 
premises  are  limewashed  four  times  a  year.  The  inspector  is 
voluntarily  notified  by  the  butchers  of  the  date  and  time  in  which 
animals  are  to  be  slaughtered. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  amounts  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : 

Tuberculosis  Cattle,  2  carcases.  Pigs,  4  carcases.  Unsound, 
4261bs.  imported  beef  and  mutton,  and  1  carcase  of  veal,  13  lots  of 
diseased  offal,  and  781bs.  of  bacon. 


WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  142  workshops  on  the  register,  the  majority  being 
domestic.  Fifty-two  inspections  were  made. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  twenty  bakehouses,  one  being  underground.  Thirty- 
two  inspections  were  made,  and  no  breaches  of  regulations  observed. 

Notice  was  served  on  the  owners  of  one  factory  premises,  after 
receipt  of  notice  from  the  Factory  Inspector,  to  provide  additional 
water  closet  accommodation. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  two  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register.  Both 
houses  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  state,  and  are  limewashed  twice  yearly. 
They  have  been  conducted  in  a  proper  manner.  They  are  regulated 
under  bye-laws,  and  P.H.A.  1875. 
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HOUSING. 


General  Housing  conditions  in  the  district : — 

The  conditions  in  1920  were  practically  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year,  owing  to  the  slow  progress  made  in  the  Council’s 
scheme.  At  the  end  of  the  year  four  of  the  56  houses  planned  had 
been  completed,  and  these  with  other  converted  army  huts  erected 
by  private  enterprise  afforded  the  sole  relief  to  the  demand  for  new 
houses.  On  the  other  hand  46  houses  were  in  course  of  construction 
being  completed  early  in  1921,  which  will  make  a  considerable 
difference  in  the  situation.  Applications  in  excess  of  the  number 
of  houses  being  built  have  been  received  by  the  authority,  but  a 
large  number  of  these  appear  to  have  been  withdrawn  when  the 
intending  tenants  realised  the  necessarily  high  rents  and  rates 
which  they  would  be  called  upon  to  pay. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Five  cases  were  investigated,  of  which  three  were  relieved,  but 
none  had  been  afforded  to  two  of  the  worst  in  which  eight  and 
nine  persons  were  occupying  two  and  four  rooms  respectively. 
Presumably  approximately  the  same  number  of  cases  exist,  57  as  in 
1919  of  two  families  occupying  the  same  dwellings,  but  in  few  of 
these  is  there  legal  overcrowding. 


FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  fairly 
satisfactory,  a  large  proportion  of  the  houses  having  been  built  in 
recent  years.  The  inspection  of  all  the  working  class  dwellings  in 
the  town  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  is 
practically  completed,  over  1,800  inspections  having  been  made 
since  1911,  but  many  houses  have  lapsed  into  disrepair  during  the 
period  of  the  war,  and  a  lot  of  work  remains  to  be  done. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  in  the  houses  may 
be  judged  from  the  following  summary  of  those  found  in  105 
defective  houses  out  of  250  inspected  during  the  year.  The  majority 
of  these  defects  are  due  to  lack  of  proper  management  and  super¬ 
vision  on  the  part  of  owners,  but  a  certain  proportion  also  to 
a  bad  type  of  tenant. 


Dampness 

45 

Defective  Drainage 

34 

y  y 

Privies 

3 

>  j 

Sinks  or  absent 

27 

j  > 

Sink  waste  pipes  ... 

10 

y  y 

Yard  Paving 

25 

y  y 

Guttering  or  Eaves 

58 

y  y 

Roofs... 

40 

y  y 

Walls  . 

50 

y  y 

Floors 

55 

y  y 

Windows 

•  •  •  ... 

35 

Food  stores,  absent  or  unventilated 

11 

10 


Dirty  Walls  and  Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

No  proper  water  supply  over  sinks  ...  ...  34 

Defective  or  absent  under  floor  ventilation  ...  15 

,,  Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  or  absent  damp  courses  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Fire  Grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  or  want  of  light  and  ventilation  to  w.c’s  ...  18 

,,  or  absent  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  73 

,,  W.C.  pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  Doors  and  Sills  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  or  absent  “Coppers”  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Soil  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Closets  requiring  flushing  apparatus  ...  20 

Houses  without  sufficient  Water  Closets  ...  ...  10 

Houses  requiring  connection  with  sewer  ...  ...  4 

House  drains  found  connected  with  S.W.  drain  ...  4 

House  drains  found  connected  to  ditch  ...  ...  4 

House  drains  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  IS 


A  slow  but  steady  progress  lias  been  effected  in  remedying  the 
necessary  defects  nearly  all  by  informal  methods,  being  willing 
in  a  large  proportion  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  Council. 
Difficulties  have  arisen  from  the  lack  of  labour,  now  gradually 
disappearing,  the  high  cost  of  materials,  and  in  some  cases  the 
critical  financial  conditions  of  the  owners. 

As  regards  water  supply  and  the  removal  of  refuse,  the  conditions 
are  satisfactory,  but  the  absence  of  proper  flushing  cisterns  to  a 
large  number  of  houses  is  a  serious  defect.  There  are  no  consider¬ 
ably  unhealthy  areas  in  the  town,  the  condition  of  New  Town,  and 
a  small  area  known  as  Normandy  were  referred  to  in  the  report  of 
last  year.  Some  improvements  have  been  effected. 

No  complaints  or  representations  under  the  Housing  Act,  1890, 
have  been  received  or  made. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  STATISTICS. 

Year  Ended  December  31st,  1920. 

1.  GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,674 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.9 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.17 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  Classes  ...  ...  ...  2,597 

(6)  Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1,800 

(7)  Number  of  new  Working  Class  Houses  Erected  ...  ...  6 
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2.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


1.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  . 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ... 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan¬ 
ning,  etc.  Act,  1919 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  blouses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  by  owners  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  by  owners  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling  Houses  having  been 
rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  blouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 


250 

8 

105 


62 


12 


12 


0 

0 

0 


3.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improvement 
Schemes  under  (a)  Part  L,  or  (b)  Part  2,  of  the  Act  of  1890  :■ — 

(1)  Name  of  Area  ... 

(2)  Acreage  ... 

(3)  Number  of  Working  Class  Houses  in  area 

(4)  Number  of  Working  Class  persons  to  be  displaced 
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4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  Building  Bye^ 

laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under 

Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919  ...  2 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of 

each  Officer 

The  supervision  of  the  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  new  Buildings  is  carried 
out  by  the  Surveyor. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  the  Officer  appointed  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  to  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Housing  Regula¬ 
tions,  1910,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  duties  of  the  Inspector  are  to  inspect  and  prepare  records  of 
the  conditions  of  houses,  and  to  send  informal  notices  of  defects 
when  found.  If  these  informal  requests  are  not  complied  with,  the 
records  are  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  for  their  consideration  and  necessary  action.  The  Inspector  has 
instructions  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
any  dwelling  houses  which  he  may  find  to  be  seriously  defective. 
The  latter  then  visits  them  and  makes  representations  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  closing  orders  if  he  deems  the  houses  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation.  He  also  sends  list  of  houses  to  the  Inspector  which  have 
come  to  his  notice  as  requiring  inspection. 
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HORSHAM  RURAL 
DISTRICT, 
1920. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1920. 
Summary. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75,334 

Population  at  Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,794 

Population  estimated  to  middle  1920  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,674 

Number  of  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  434 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.9 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.6 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  234 

Infant  Mortality,  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  48 

Zymotic  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.32 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.53 

New  houses  built  (working  class)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


England  &  Wales. 

W.  Sussex  R.D. 

Birth  rate  ...  . 

25.4 

22.89 

Death  rate... 

12.4 

10.9 

Infant  Mortality  ... 

80 

51 
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Horsham  Rural  District. 


Horsham  Rural  District  occupies  the  North-Eastern  quarter  of 
West  Sussex,  and  is  the  largest  and  most  populous  district  in  the 
county.  The  district  lies  wholly  in  the  Weald,  the  subsoil  of  the 
Northern,  Southern  and  Western  portion  being  composed  of  the 
Wealdon  Clay  the  remainder  being  formed  by  the  Hastings  beds. 
It  is  heavily  wooded  throughout,  St.  Leonard’s  Forest  overlying  a 
large  part  of  the  Eastern  side.  It  is  chiefly  a  residential  district, 
but  agriculture  may  be  said  to  be  the  principal  industry,  of  which 
the  most  important  branch  is  dairy-farming.  The  adjoining 
parishes  of  Crawley  and  Ifield  on  the  North-Eastern  boundary 
are  semi-urban  in  character,  as  also  the  parts  of  Horsham  Rural 
Parish  adjacent  to  the  Urban  District.  Owing  to  the  comparative 
ease  in  obtaining  land  for  building  purposes  in  the  twenty  years 
preceding  the  war,  there  had  been  a  rapid  increase  of  the  population 
in  some  parts.  On  the  Wealdon  Clay  the  defective  water  supply 
militates  against  closer  settlement. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  the 
middle  of  1920  was  20,674,  being  792  in  excess  of  that  estimate  for 
1919,  and  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Census  1911.  The  approaching 
Census  in  April  is  badly  needed  in  order  to  ascertain  more  exactly 
the  size  of  the  population  which  has  undergone  much  greater 
changes  than  in  an  ordinary  intercensal  period.  It  should  give 
much  useful  information  concerning  housing. 


BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  434,  as 
compared  with  268  in  1919,  of  which  225  were  males,  and  209 
females  :  23  being  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population  was  20'9,  the  highest  recorded  since  1906. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuation  in  the  annual  rates 
since  1911  : — 


1911  ... 

19.4 

1916  ... 

15.5 

1912  ... 

17.6 

1917  ... 

10.1 

1913  ... 

16.3 

1918  ... 

12.4 

1914  ... 

16.1 

1919  ... 

12.9 

1915  ... 

14.3 

1920  ... 

20.9 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25‘4,  and  for  West  Sussex 
Rural  District  22.89. 

The  number  of  births  notified  under  the  Act  of  1907  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  367  (including  15  stillborn),  by  Medical 
Practitioners  170,  and  by  Midwives  or  others  197. 
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DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  after  adding 
51  dying  outside  of  the  district,  and  deducting  5  of  non-residents 
dying  within,  was  210,  of  which  111  were  males,  and  99  females. 

The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  9*6,  the  lowest 
since  1912,  showing  a  marked  decline  on  those  of  the  war  period. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  over  the  age  of  65  years  was  49. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Males.  Females. 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Appendicitis 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis 

Congenital  Debility 
Violence  apart  from  suicide 
Suicide 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Other  defined  diseases 


1 

3 

5 

12 

1 

18 

4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
3 

10 

5 
5 


1 

2 

1 

6 

3 

17 


22 

2 

2 

1 

1 


4 

1 


—  1 

39  36 


Of  the  51  residents  dying  outside  of  the  district,  38  died  in  Public 
Institutions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  changes  in  the  death  rate  for  the 
past  ten  years  : — 


1911 

...  10.0 

1916  ... 

12.0 

1912 

...  11.2 

1917  ... 

13.2 

1913 

9.4 

1918  ... 

14.7 

1914 

...  10.3 

1919  ... 

12.1 

1915 

...  11.6 

1920  ... 

9.6 

The  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic  diseases 
(including  Influenza),  was  0'32. 

The  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  0'52,  showing  a  marked 
decline  on  that  of  1919,  which  was  0'72. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  21  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred,  of  which 
three  were  illegitimate  children,  the  rate  per  1,000  births  being  48, 
as  compared  with  the  exceptionally  low  rate  of  the  previous  year  of 
37.  In  view  of  the  greatly  increased  number  of  births  the  figure  is 
satisfactory. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  progressive  decline  in  the  Infant 
Mortality  rate  in  quinquennial  periods  since  1900. 


1900—1904  ...  83 

1905—1909  ...  66 

1920 


1910—1914  ...  52 

1915—1919  ...  59 

48 


1. 

M. 

2 

months. 

Convulsions. 

2. 

F. 

2 

months. 

Convulsions. 

3. 

F. 

26  days. 

Convulsions  (31bs.  weight). 

4. 

M. 

3 

months. 

Pneumonia.  Pneumoncoccal  Meningitis 

5. 

M. 

24 

hours. 

Premature. 

6. 

M. 

15 

minutes. 

Atalectasis.  Premature. 

7. 

F. 

8 

minutes. 

Atalectasis.  Premature. 

8. 

M. 

21 

days. 

Premature.  Asthenia. 

9. 

F. 

2 

months. 

Marasmus. 

10. 

M. 

9 

months. 

Teething.  Encephalitis. 

11. 

M. 

3 

weeks. 

Broncho-Phenumonia. 

12. 

F. 

7 

davs. 

Premature  (7|  months). 

13. 

M. 

3 

weeks. 

Marasmus. 

14. 

F. 

9 

weeks. 

Broncho-Pneumonia. 

15. 

M. 

6  days. 

Insufficient  development. 

18. 

M. 

12 

days. 

Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

17. 

M. 

32 

hours. 

Icterus  Neonatorum.  Premature. 

18. 

M. 

3 

minutes. 

Premature. 

19. 

F. 

2 

days. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

20. 

M. 

1 

hour. 

Premature.  Atalectasis. 

21. 

M. 

1 

week. 

Broncho-Pneumonia. 

WATER. 

The  semi-urban  district  popularly  known  as  Crawley  consisting  of 
the  villiage  of  Crawley  which  has  extended  into  the  parish  of  Ifield, 
is  supplied  by  a  public  company. 

Eighteen  houses  were  connected  to  the  main  during  the  year. 

The  hamlet  of  Partridge  Green  is  supplied  by  the  Steyning  Water 
Company.  The  main  has  been  extended  to  West  Grinstead  by  a 
private  owner  to  supply  his  houses  and  cottages  on  his  estate. 
Billingshurst  is  supplied  by  works  now  owned  by  the  District 
Council,  which  took  them  over  in  1915  from  the  bankrupt  North 
Sussex  Gas  and  Water  Company.  The  supply  from  the  old  borehole 
has  been  very  unsatisfactory  and  to  augment  it  the  District  Council 
have  sunk  a  new  well  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  reservoir.  The 
results  of  pumping  tests  show  a  yield  of  3,000  gallons  per  day, 
making  a  total  with  the  yield  from  the  old  borehole  of  10,000  gallons 
a  day. 

Houses  adjacent  to  the  Urban  District  in  Horsham  Rural  Parish 
are  supplied  from  the  Urban  Distict  mains. 
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In  the  rest  of  the  district  the  water  supply  is  chiefly  obtained  from 
shallow  wells,  always  liable  to  pollution,  and  drying  up  in  fine 
summers.  On  the  Wealden  Clay  the  hardness  of  the  water, 
frequently  exceeding  100  degrees,  often  renders  its  use  impracticable, 
and  is  a  very  serious  hindrance  to  building  developments. 

A  public  water  supply  for  the  villages  on  the  wealden  clay  is  the 
most  urgent  need  for  the  district. 

Negotiations  have  been  proceeding  in  respect  of  the  parish  of 
Rusper  for  the  extension  of  the  main  from  a  neighbouring  Surrey 
Water  Company,  to  supply  houses  in  the  village,  but  no  definite 
agreement  has  been  arrived  at  yet. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  following  villages  and  hamlets  are  provided  with  main  drain¬ 
age  systems  : — Crawley  and  Ifield,  Billingshurst,  Broadbridge  Heath, 
Cowfold  Partridge  Green  and  Warnham.  The  sewerage  is  purified 
except  at  Cowfold,  by  means  of  bacterial  contact  beds  aided  by 
subsequent  land  filtration.  At  Billingshurst,  Broadbridge  Heath 
and  Partridge  Green  the  effluent  from  the  bed  is  frequently  un¬ 
satisfactory  chiefly  on  account  of  the  insufficient  water  supplies  and 
absence  of  flushing  tanks  to  the  water  closets,  which  leads  to  an 
undue  concentration  of  crude  sewage,  and  irregular  working  of  the 
automatic  syphons. 

Six  houses  have  been  connected  during  the  year  to  main  sewers. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  those  areas  not  provided  with  main  drainage  systems  earth 
pails  and  privies  are  in  use,  the  former  predominate  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  two  to  one.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
past  years  in  converting  privies  to  earth  pail  closets.  Twenty  one 
were  converted  during  the  year. 


SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  in  the  villages  of  Crawley  and  Ifield 
twice  a  week,  under  the  direction  of  the  Parochial  Committee.  The 
only  other  area  in  the  district  where  scavenging,  and  emptying  of 
closets  is  in  force,  is  the  part  of  Horsham  Rural  Parish  adjoining 
the  Urban.  Here  the  work  is  contracted  out  by  the  district  council. 

Twenty-six  new  sanitary  ashbins  were  provided  at  Crawley  and 
Ifield,  and  ten  in  the  last  mentioned  area,  making  144  in  the  past 
six  years. 

Systems  of  Scavenging  are  especially  needed  in  the  village  of 
Billingshurst  and  the  hamlet  of  Broadbridge  Heath. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

No.  1  District. 

The  following  is  a  classified  summary  of  the  inspections  carried 
out  by  Mr.  AV.  H.  Wright,  whose  area  comprises  tbe  parishes  of 
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Crawley,  Horsham  Rural,  Lower  Beediog,  Rusper  and  Nnthurst. 
Mr.  Wright  left  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Inspections. 


(a)  Bakehouses  .  43 

Butchers’  Shops  .  60 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  109 

Laundries  .  20 

Marine  Stores  . 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  — - 

Slaughter  Houses  .  32 

Knackers  Yards  .  8 

Sewage  Works  .  104 

Under  Building  Bye-laws .  105 

Miscellaneous  .  386 


Visits  of  inquiry  into  infectious  disease 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  . 

Drains  tested  (a)  with  smoke  . 


(b)  with  water  .  35 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  : — - 

(1)  Informal  .  108 

(2)  Statute^ .  — 

(c)  Result  of  notices  served  : — - 

Completed. 

No.  2  District. 


The  following  is  a  classified  summary  of  the  inspections  carried 
out  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Blackmore  since  his  appointment.  His  area 
comprises  the  parishes  of  Warnham,  Billingshurst,  Cowfold,  Slinfold, 
Rudgwiek,  Shipley  and  West  Grinstead. 


Inspections. 

(a)  Bakehouses  .  12 

Butchers’  Shops  .  12 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  40 

Laundries  . 1 

Marine  Stores  .  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . — 

Slaughter  Houses  .  12 

Knackers  Yards  .  4 

Sewage  Works  .  100 

Under  Building  Bye-laws .  62 

Miscellaneous  . 88 

Visits  of  inquiry  into  infectious  disease  .  25 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  .  34 

Drains  tested  (a)  with  smoke  .  1 

(b)  with  water  .  18 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  :■ — 

(1)  Informal  .  48 

(2)  Statutory .  — 


A  number  of  nuisances  have  been  abated  after  verbal  notice  only. 

(c)  Result  of  notices  served  : — 

Eighteen  informal  notices  outstanding,  the  work  in  connection  with 
which  is  at  present  in  hand. 
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FOOD. 


Twenty-one  new  names  were  registered  and  two  removed.  The 
flourishing  state  of  the  industry  has  led  to  a  number  of  new 
businesses  beiug  started  by  persons  who  are  unware  of  the 
regulations  as  to  registration.  During  the  war  there  was  only  one 
Inspector,  who  could  not  cope  with  the  work,  and  since  the  frequent 
changes  of  Inspectors  have  prevented  a  thorough  revision  of  the 
register  which  is  not  up-to-date.  There  are  probably  several  more 
unregistered  businesses  in  the  district.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
inspections  were  made,  revealing  the  following  defects  : — 


Defective  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Lighting  .  7 

,,  Paving .  7 

,,  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


All  these  defects  were  remedied  by  the  owners  after  the  serving 
of  informal  notices. 

The  majority  of  cow-sheds  conform  to  the  regulations  as  regards 
structure,  and  kept  fairly  clean,  but  there  is  very  little  effort  on 
part  of  owners  to  produce  milk  under  modern  hygienic  conditions. 


No.  in  1914. 
22 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

January,  1920. 

16 


December,  1920. 
16 


Improvements  were  made  in  respect  of  one  Slaughter  House  with 
regard  to  a  defective  floor  and  drainage. 

By  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  dated  5th  March, 
1917,  after  application  by  the  Rural  Disirict  Council  under  Section 
276  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  Section  5  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1890,  the  provisions  with  regard  to  Slaughter  Houses 
in  Sections  169,  par.  2  of  P.H.A.,  1875,  Sections  169,  par.  3,  Section 
170,  and  the  P.H.  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Sections  29,  30  and  31,  were 
put  in  force  in  the  contributory  places  undermentioned. 

The  parishes  of  : 

Billincshurst  Rudgwick. 

Crawley.  Shipley. 

Ifield.  Slinfold. 


Horsham  Rural. 


Warnham. 


Itchingfield.  West  Grinstead 

Cowfold. 


This  order  was  advertised  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  no  further 
steps  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  it. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  is  no  regular  system  of  meat  inspection,  on  slaughtering, 
the  distribution  of  the  slaughter  houses  rendering  it  impracticable 
with  the  existing  staff  of  Inspectors.  The  carcases  of  two  cattle 
and  three  pigs  were  condemned  on  account  of  Tuberculosis, 
together  with  961bs.  of  beef  and  1611bs.  of  pork,  2681bs.  of  mutton 
were  condemned  as  unsound,  7cwt.  of  imported  bacon,  and  one  case 
of  herrings. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  34  Bakehouses  on  the  register,  none  of  which  ate 
underground.  No  new  houses  were  registered.  Thirty-two  inspec¬ 
tions  were  made  and  no  defects  or  breaches  of  regulations  observed. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  district  is  divided  into  two  sub-districts,  an  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  being  alloted  to  each.  The  Inspectors’  duties  also 
comprise  that  of  Inspectors  under  the  Housing  Acts,  Building 
Surveyor,  supervisors  of  sewage  and  water  works,  and  Carbide  and 
Petrol  Inspection.  They  are  granted  travelling  allowances,  and  a 
motor  bicycle,  but  have  to  provide  their  own  office  accommodation. 

During  the  year  both  Inspectors,  Mr.  Boylin  and  Mr.  Wright  have 
left  the  district,  having  obtained  more  remunerative  posts  ;  their 
places  being  taken  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Blackmore,  M.C.,  A.R.S.I.,  who  began 
his  duties  in  April,  and  Mr.  A.  Hunt,  A.R.S.I.,  who  was  appointed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year.  The  frequent  change  of 
Inspectors  owing  to  the  small  salaries  paid  by  the  Council  is  very 
detrimental  to  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  sanitary  supervision, 
since  it  requires  at  least  a  year  before  a  new  inspector  can  become 
to  any  extent  acquainted  with  so  large  and  populous  a  district. 

3.  Local  and  General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  : 

1.  Daries,  cowsheds  and  milk  shops. 

2.  Tents,  vans  and  sheds. 

3.  New  buildings. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  twenty-two  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district, 
half  of  which  are  modern  in  construction.  They  are  kept  in  a  good 
sanitary  condition.  The  water  supply  is  obtained  except  at  Crawley 
from  wells  sunk  on  the  premises.  Earth  pail  closets  are  provided 
where  no  public  water  supply  is,  with  the  exception  of  two  small 
schools,  where  well  kept  privies  still  exist. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Inspector. 
Two  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  mumps, 
one  on  an  account  of  whooping  cough,  one  for  measles,  and  one  for 
chickenpox  during  the  year. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Incidence 

Number 

Number 

Average 

per  1,000 

removed 

Disease.  notified. 

10  years. 

population . 

to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

42.8 

14 

Diphtheria 

2 

12.0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

.  5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

—— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . . 

1 

— . 

Malaria 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

— 

Pneumonia... 

1 

- — *■ 

Trench  Fever 

1 

- * 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

18 

17.9 

6 

Other  Tuberculosis 

5 

5.1 
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Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  from  the  following  parishes  : 
Slinfold  (6),  Cowfold  (4),  Crawley  and  Ifleld  (5),  Horsham  Rural  (8), 
Itchingfield  (2),  Lower  BeediDg  (3),  West  Grinstead  (1),  and  Nuthurst 
(1).  The  only  considerable  outbreak  occurred  in  the  parish  of 
Slinfold  at  the  end  of  the  year  continuing  on  into  the  new  year. 

Only  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  one  of  them  occurring 
in  Christ’s  Hospital  School. 

A  single  fatal  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  in  a  woman  of  forty, 
was  notified  from  a  religious  institution  at  West  Grinstead.  This 
was  the  first  case  known  to  have  occurred  in  the  district. 

Only  one  case  of  pneumonia  was  notified,  although  five  deaths 
were  registered.  It  appears  to  be  difficult  to  impress  on  the  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  district  that  this  disease  in  now  notifiable. 

The  only  considerable  outbreaks  of  Measles  occurred  at  Coolham, 
in  April,  and  at  Crawley,  necessitating  the  closure  of  the  school. 
The  District  Council  make  a  grant  to  the  West  Sussex  Nursing 
Association  towards  the  visiting  and  nursing  of  Measles.  Reports 
were  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  62  cases  which 
received  attention.  A  total  of  166  visits  was  made  by  the  nurses. 
There  were  no  serious  cases. 

The  District  Council  are  members  of  the  Clinical  Research 
Association.  During  the  year  specimens  were  sent  by  Medical 
Practitioners  for  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria  (6)  and  Tuberculosis  (11). 

Three  thousand  units  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  were  supplied  to 
Medical  Practitioners. 


HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

In  this  rural  district  before  the  war  there  was  considerable 
activity  in  the  building  industry,  during  the  past  twenty  years  the 
number  of  houses  built  exceeds  1,200.  There  is  therefore  a  large 
proportion  of  modern  dwellings.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  a 
very  considerable  number  of  houses  which  must  be  replaced,  being 
beyond  repair,  estimated  at  fifty.  As  to  the  need  beyond  this  to 
meet  other  requirements  it  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain.  The 
inquiries  made  last  year  did  not  reveal  a  great  amount  of  over¬ 
crowding,  although  a  number  of  cases  were  found  in  which 
two  families  occupied  one  house.  The  demand  for  the  new  cottages 
in  various  parishes  which  are  already  erected  or  nearing  completion 
has  not  been  excessive,  intending  tenants  being  scared  away  on 
hearing  the  proposed  rents'  to  be  charged. 

There  is,  however,  an  undoubted  need  in  Crawley  and  Ifield. 
Private  enterprise  has  afforded  some  relief  during  the  year  by  the 
erection  of  29  houses  in  the  following  parishes. 
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Parish. 

Biilingshurst  ... 
Ifield 

Horsham  Rural 
Lower  Beeding 
'Nuthurst 
Shipley 
Slinfold 
Warnham 
West  Grinstead 
Itching  held  ... 


Private  enterprise 
alone. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 


Assisted  by 
Subsidy. 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 
2 

1 

2 


15 


15 


The  local  authority  have  completed  two  cottages  in  the  parish  of 
Warnham,  and  have  50  in  course  of  erection  in  various  parishes. 
They  have  approved  for  the  erection  of  112  more.  There  are  also 
20  more  being  erected  by  private  enterprise  assisted  by  the 
Government  subsidy. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Five  cases  were  discovered  during  the  year.  Two  cases  occurred  in 
Biilingshurst  parish,  in  which  six  and  seven  persons  occupied  two 
rooms.  Two  others  were  found  in  Itchingfleld  parish.  In  the  first, 
four  adults  and  two  children  occupied  a  shed  having  been  evicted, 
and  being  unable  to  find  a  house.  In  the  second,  two  adults  and  two 
children  occupied  one  room  only.  A  single  case  was  found  at  Ifield 
in  which  14  persons  occupied  six  rooms.  All  the  cases  were  relieved, 
either  by  the  whole  family  finding  other  accommodation,  or  by 
single  sons  finding  lodgings. 


FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 


The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  uneven,  there 
being  a  high  proportion  of  modern  and  very  habitable  houses  inter¬ 
spersed  with  a  number  of  very  old  dwellings  in  various  stages  of 
disrepair.  The  inspection  under  the  Act  as  far  as  it  has  gone  has 
been  rather  confined  to  obviously  defective  cottages,  and  the 
proportion  of  unfit  houses  may  have  been  consequently  rather  over 
emphasised.  The  character  of  the  defects  may  be  judged  from  the 
following  analysis  of  the  315  houses  inspected  in  1920. 


Dampness 
Defective  drainage 
,,  Privies 

,,  Sinks  or  absent 

,,  Yard  Paving 

,,  Guttering  or  Eaves 

,,  Ventilation  ... 

Lighting  . 

,,  Roofs... 

Walls  . 

,,  Floors 

,,  Windows 

,,  Food  stores  or  absent 

Dirty  walls  and  ceiling 
No  proper  water  supply 


148 

44 

28 

33 

46 

53 

102 

46 

64 

85 

132 

109 

44 

153 

16 
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The  general  action  as  regards  unfit  houses  has  been  confined  to 
the  serving  of  informal  notices  on  the  owners,  a  plan  which  in  the 
majority  of  cases  is  successful  though  slow  in  operation.  The 
wealthier  landlords  are  generally  willing  to  carry  out  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Council,  but  difficulty  is  experienced  with  small  owners 
who  have  bought  cottages  as  investments.  The  hands  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  been  tied  since  the  Armistice  owing 
to  the  futility  of  making  representations  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
closing  orders.  As  the  new  cottages  are  completed,  and  alternative 
accommodation  becomes  available  they  will  now  be  gradually  made. 
Little  disposition  is  shown  by  the  Council  to  put  into  force  the 
provisions  of  the  IdousiDg  Acts,  especially  with  respect  to  section 
28  of  the  Act  1919.  Defective  and  inadequate  water  supply  is  a 
serious  blot  on  the  district.  No  steps  have  been  taken  since  the  war 
to  provide  additional  public  supplies. 

Slow  but  steady  progress  is  being  made  in  the  conversion  of 
privies  to  pail  closets.  The  beneficial  effects  of  water  closets  and 
main  drainage  in  several  parishes  is  partially  nullified  by  the 
insufficient  water  supply  and  absence  of  flushing  apparatus. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas. 

The  model  bye-laws  of  the  Local  Government  Board  have  been  in 
force  in  the  district  for  ten  years.  These  provisions  are  not  always 
rigorously  insisted  upon  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics. 

Year  Ended  81st  December,  1920. 
1.  GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,674 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.6 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.53 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes  ...  ...  ...  4,758 

(6)  Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3,500 

(7)  Number  of  new  Working  Class  Houses  erected  ...  ...  31 


2.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  315 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 

corded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  315 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  lit  for  human  habitation  ...  264 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 
Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ... 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 
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A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919, 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 


of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling  Houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..*  ...  0 


3.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improvement 


Schemes  under  (a),  Part  1,  or  (b).  Part  2  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  Working  Class  houses  in  area  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  Working  Class  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  0 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 

erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section  25 
Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919...  ...  ...  ...  0 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of 

each  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Staff  engaged  in  Housing  work. 


The  supervision  of  the  building  scheme  undertaken  by  the  Council 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  A.  R.  Guildford,  and  also  the 
working  of  the  building  bye-laws  with  respect  to  subsidy  houses. 
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The  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  act  as  Building  Surveyors  as  regards 
other  houses. 

The  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  are  the  Officers  appointed  by  the 
District  Council  to  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Housing  Regula¬ 
tions,  1910,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  duties  of  the  Inspector  are  to  inspect  and  prepare  records  of  the 
condition  of  houses,  and  to  send  informal  notices  of  defects  when 
found.  If  these  informal  requests  are  not  complied  with,  the  re¬ 
cords  are  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council 
for  their  consideration  and  necessary  action.  The  Inspector  has 
instructions  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  any  dwelling  houses  which  he  may  find  to  be  seriously  defective. 
The  latter  then  visits  them  and  makes  representations  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  closing  orders  if  he  deems  the  house  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation.  He  also  sends  lists  of  houses  to  the  Inspector  which 
have  come  to  his  notice  as  requiring  Inspection. 


MIDHURST  RURAL 


DISTRICT,  1920. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.  1920. 

Summary. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68,775 

Population  at  census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,283 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1920  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,708 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .298 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.2 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.9 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Infantile  mortality  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  47 

Death  rate  per  1,000  from  7  principal  epidemic  diseases  ...  0.08 

Death  rate  per  1,000  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  0.47 

New  Houses  built  (working  class)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Birth  Rate  . 
Death  Rate 


England  &  Wales. 

25.4 

12.4 


W.  Sussex  R.D. 
22.89 
10.9 
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Midhurst  Rural  District. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Midhurst  Rural  District  occupies  the  North-Western  corner  of  the 
county,  adjoining  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Surrey. 

Petworth  Rural  District  lies  to  the  East  of  it,  and  the  summit  of 
the  South  Downs  form  its  Southern  boundary.  The  subsoil  for  the 
most  part  is  composed  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Greensands  with  the 
chalk  in  the  Southern  parts.  The  Northern  half  of  the  District  is 
very  hilly  and  heavily  wooded.  The  River  Rother  traverses  the 
District  from  West  to  East.  Agriculture,  including  dairy  farming, 
may  be  said  to  be  the  only  industries,  the  latter  having  greatly 
increased  in  recent  years.  Most  of  the  milk  is  sent  to  London. 
The  District  is  largely  residential  in  character,  large  houses  being 
numerous  and  the  people  whose  living  is  dependent  on  them  are 
usually  well  housed. 


POPULATION. 

» 

The  population  at  the  census  1911,  was  15,283,  showing  an  increase 
of  1671  on  that  of  the  previous  decade.  Estimated  to  the  middle  of 
1920  by  the  Registrar-General  it  is  14,708,  an  increase  of  564  on  that 
estimated  for  1919.  Owing  to  the  great  changes  which  have  taken 
place  during  the  past  ten  years  in  the  constitution  of  the  population, 
the  approaching  census  in  April  is  badly  needed  in  order  to  arrive  at 
a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  number  of  inhabitants. 


BIRTHS. 

The  nett  number  of  births  belonging  to  district  was  298,  of  these  150 
being  males,  and  148  females,  of  which  14  were  illegitimate.  The  rate 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  20.2  the  highest  since  1912 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuations  in  the  birth  rate  for 


the  past  ten  years 

: — 

1911  ... 

19.1 

1916  ... 

16.9 

1912  ... 

20.7 

1917  ... 

14.5 

1913  ... 

19.8 

1918  ... 

15.8 

1914  ... 

16.2 

1919  ... 

13.8 

1915  ... 

16.3 

1920  ... 

20.2 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  137,  as  compared  with  7  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  total  of  notifications  under  the  Act  of  1907  received  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  283  (including  11  stillborn)  151  were 
notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  and  132  by  Midwives  or  others. 
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DEATHS. 


The  nett  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  after  adding 
22  of  residents  dying  outside,  and  deducting  9  of  non-residents  was 
161  of  which  82  were  males,  and  79  were  females.  The  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  10.9,  the  lowest  since  1914. 


The  following  table  shows  the  variation  in  the  death  rate  since 
1911  : — 


1911  ... 

10.4 

1916  ... 

14.8 

1912  ... 

10.6 

1917  ... 

12.5 

1913  ... 

10.2 

1918  ... 

12.8 

1914  ... 

10.7 

1919  ... 

13.9 

1915  ... 

14.3 

1920  ... 

10.9 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : 

Males.  Females. 


Diphtheria  and  croup 
Influenza 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease  .. 
Organic  heart  disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .. 
Appendicitis  ... 

Nephritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Congenital  debility  ... 
Violence  apart  from  suicide 
Suicide 

Other  defined  disease 


1 

3 


2 

10 


12 

6 

1 


1 

2 

4 

10 

12 

4 


1 


4 

4 
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1 

1 

2 

4 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  14  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered, 
three  of  these  being  illegitimate  children. 

The  rate  per  1,000  births  was  47,  as  compared  with  the  exceptionally 
low  one  of  29  in  1919.  In  view  of  the  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  births,  this  rate  is  fairly  satisfactory,  especially  when  compared 
with  the  rate  given  below  for  quinquennial  periods  from  1900  : — 

1900—1904  ...  89  1910—1914  ...  60 

1905—1909  ...  81  1915-1919  ...  71 

1920  ...  47. 

The  followiug  were  the  causes  of  deaths,  with  age  and  sex  : — 


1. 

M. 

3  months. 

Heart  Failure.  Enlargement  of  Thymus  Gland 

2. 

F. 

1  hour. 

Premature. 

3. 

M. 

15  minutes. 

Premature. 

4. 

F. 

3  days. 

Congenital  malformation. 
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5. 

M. 

18  hours. 

Asphyxia  Atalectasis. 

6. 

M. 

2-^-  hours. 

Asphyxia.  Pallida.  Premature. 

7. 

M. 

14  days. 

Premature. 

8. 

F. 

1  hour. 

Inanition.  Hydramnios. 

9. 

M. 

0  davs. 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

10. 

M. 

3  weeks. 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

11. 

M. 

1  month. 

Asthenia  and  bronchitis. 

12. 

F. 

20  da.ys. 

Congenital  cephalhaematoma. 

13. 

F. 

8  days. 

Gastro  enteritis. 

14. 

F. 

4  davs. 

-/ 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

Three  of  the  above  deaths  the  infants  were  born  and  died  outside 
of  the  district. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water. 

The  adjacent  villages  of  Midhurst,  Easebourne  and  West  Lavington 
are  supplied  through  the  mains  of  the  District  Council.  The  water 
is  obtained  from  deep  borings,  supplemented  by  springs  on  the 
Cowdray  estate  at  Easebourne.  The  supply  is  constant  but  not  too 
abundant.  The  amount  pumped  during  the  year  was  11,500,000 
gallons.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  but  an  analysis  has  not  been 
made  recently  to  ascertain  its  freedom  from  pollution.  One  house 
has  been  connected  to  the  main  during  the  year. 

Houses  in  the  district  known  as  Camelsdale  formed  by  parts  of  the 
parishes  of  Eernhurst  and  Lynchmere  are  supplied  by  the  Wey 
Valley  Water  Co.  Six  houses  have  been  connected  during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  the  cottages  in  the  village  of  Cocking  are 
connected  to  the  main  belonging  to  a  private  owner,  the  supply 
being  obtained  from  a  spring  issuing  from  the  Downs.  Six  houses 
were  connected  during  the  year. 

Nine  water  certificates  were  granted  in  respect  of  new  houses. 

The  water  supply  in  the  rest  of  the  district  is  mainly  derived  from 
shallow  wells.  The  quality  of  the  water  apart  from  the  risk  of 
pollution  is  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Midhurst,  Easebourne  and  West  Lavington  which  have  a  joint 
system,  are  the  only  parishes  with  complete  main  drainage,  and 
portions  of  the  Parishes  of  Tillington  and  Rogate  have  a  main  sewer, 
but  there  is  no  special  treatment  of  the  sewage. 

Conservancy  systems  for  the  emptying  of  earth  closets  and  cess¬ 
pools  by  local  contractors  in  conjunction  with  scavenging  are  in 
force  in  the  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Lynchmere  and  Fernhurst,  near 
Haslemere,  and  at  Harting.  Several  complaints  have  been  received 
concerning  the  irregular  and  inefficient  methods  of  the  contractor 
in  the  former  district.  Owing  to  the  abundant  water  supply  the 
cesspools,  which  in  some  cases  are  not  sufficiently  large,  are  apt  to 
become  filled  more  frequently  than  is  estimated.  The  expense 
involved  by  the  contract  is  very  considerable,  and  it  is  possible  that 
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when  conditions  become  more  normal  the  provision  of  a  drainage 
scheme  would  be  more  economical,  as  it  would  certainly  be  more 
hygienic. 

The  larger  houses  in  the  rest  of  the  district  are  provided  with 
water  elosets  connected  with  cess  pools  or  other  disposal  systems. 
In  the  more  closely  settled  parts  earth  pail  closets  predominate,  but 
privies,  judging  from  the  houses  already  inspected,  are  in  excess 
throughout  the  district.  These  however  are  now  being  steadily 
replaced.  During  the  year  fifty-two  privies  have  been  converted 
to  earth  closets,  twenty-six  of  these  being  in  the  parish  of  Cocking. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  following  is  a  classified  statement  of  the  number  and  nature 
of  inspections  made  by  Mr.  S.  E.  Stratford,  A.R.S.I.,  Inspector  of 


Nuisances  : — 

(a)  Bakehouses  .  54 

Butchers’  Shops  .  -10 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  190 

Slaughter  Houses  .  25 

Miscellaneous  .  1050 

Visits  of  inquiry  into  infectious  disease  .  142 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  .  79 

Drains  tested  (a)  with  smoke  .  0 

(b)  with  water  .  3 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Informal  .  20 

(2)  Statutory .  3 

(c)  Result  of  notices  served  : — 

Works  carried  out. 

Schools. 


There  are  twenty-three  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district, 
none  of  which,  with  one  exception  are  of  modern  type.  Where 
public  water  supply  exists,  water  is  obtained  from  the  mains,  in 
other  schools  from  shallow  wells  on  the  premises. 

Earth  pail  closets,  except  at  Midhurst  and  Easebourne,  are  pro¬ 
vided.  The  schools  are  generally  kept  in  a  clean  and  sanitary 
condition. 

Six  schools  were  closed  for  varying  periods  during  the  year,  Elsted 
and  Woolbeding,  in  March,  on  account  of  Influenza;  Iping,  in  June, 
for  Diphtheria,  and  Midhurst  Infants,  Rake  and  Lodsworth,  for 
Measles,  in  July,  September  and  December  respectively. 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Five  new  names  have  been  added  to  the  register,  and  three 
removed,  making  the  total  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district  114. 
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150  inspections  have  been  made,  and  defects  discovered  with 
respect  to  lighting  in  three,  paving  in  four  and  cleanliness,  which 
were  all  remedied  after  informal  notice  had  been  given. 

The  approximate  number  of  cows  kept  is  3,120. 

The  production  of  milk  is  the  chief  industry  of  the  district,  most 
of  it  is  sent  to  London. 

The  supervision  of  the  cowsheds  under  the  bye-laws  compares 
favourably  with  that  of  other  districts  in  the  combined  area,  but 
there  is  room  for  much  improvement  in  the  methods  of  cleanliness 
employed  in  milking. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


Parish. 

1914. 

Regis¬ 

Licen¬ 

January, 

Regis¬ 

1920. 

Licen¬ 

December,  192( 
Regis-  Licen- 

tered. 

sed. 

tered. 

sed. 

tered. 

sed. 

Midhurst  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Bepton 

— 

1 

- — 

1 

— 

1 

Fernhurst  ... 

1 

— 

1 

L 

— 

1 

— 

Harting 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

Total 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

The  condition  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  as  regards  site,  structure, 
and  cleanliness  is  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  Repairs  to  the  floors 
and  walls  in  one  were  effected  on  request. 

There  is  no  regular  system  of  meat  inspection.  No  carcases  have 
been  condemned  during  the  year  for  disease. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  twenty-nine  bakehouses  in  the  district,  none  of  which 
are  under  ground.  Fifty  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  no 
breaches  of  the  regulations  observed.  Two  new  houses  were 
registered  and  one  removed. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Staff. 

There  is  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  S.  E.  Stratford,  A.R.S.I., 
who  is  also  the  Officer  appointed  as  Inspector  under  the  Housing 
Regulations,  1910.  In  addition  to  these,  he  also  carries  out  the 
duties  of  Petrol  and  Carbide  Inspector.  An  office  is  provided  by  the 
Council,  and  a  small  allowance  for  travelling  expenses. 

The  supervision  of  the  sewage  works,  water  supply  and  new 
buildings  under  the  bye-laws  is  in  the  care  of  Mr.  A.  Gibbs,  who  is  also 
Road  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council. 

There  is  no  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases.  (See 
general  report  and  prevalance  of  infectious  diseases.) 

Smallpox  is  under  the  administration  of  the  County  Council. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease. 

No 

notified. 

Average  10 
years. 

Incidence 
per  1,000 
population. 

No. 

removed 
to  hospital 

Diphtheria 

9 

7.7 

0.6 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

14.6 

0.9 

5 

Erysipelas 

1 

2.4 

0.06 

Pneumonia 

5 

0.3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

0.1 

Malaria 

3 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

16 

18  (8  yrs:)  1.08 

4 

Other  tuberculosis 

5 

6  „ 

0.3 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  from  the  following  parishes  : — 
Chithurst  (3)  in  same  house,  Fernhurst  (2),  Easebourne  (2),  Mid¬ 
hurst  (1),  Stedham  (1). 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  from  the  parishes  of  Cocking 
(3)  all  in  one  family,  West  Lavington  (2)  in  one  family,  Lurgashall  (2) 
in  one  family,  North  Ambersham  (2)  in  one  family,  Fernhurst  (2)  in 
one  family,  and  single  cases  from  Midhurst,  Lodsworth,  Harting, 
Rogate  and  Stedham. 

The  need  for  an  Isolation  Hospital  was  again  acute.  There  were 
strong  indications  that  inefficient  home  isolation  in  the  cases  at 
North  Ambersham  was  the  cause  of  cases.  Two  cases  (a  mother  and 
child)  were  removed  to  Farnham  from  Fernhurst  by  the  permission 
of  the  Farnham  District  Council,  after  some  difficulty. 

Outbreaks  of  Measles  occured  in  the  parishes  of  Easebourne, 
Midhurst,  Lodsworth  and  Rogate  (Rake).  466  visits  were  made  to 
181  cases  by  nurses  of  the  West  Sussex  Nursing  Association  which 
is  subsidised  by  the  District  Council  for  the  purpose. 


The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  : — 
Elsted  ...  ...  ...  March  9th — 14th 

Woolbeding  ...  ...  March  17  th — April  5th 

Iping  ...  ...  t  ...  June  22nd — July  6th 

Midhurst  Infants  ...  ...  Sept.  13th — Oct.  3rd 

Lodsworth  ...  ...  Nov.  20th — Dec.  12th 


Influenza. 

Influenza. 

Diphtheria. 

Measles. 

Measles. 


14,000  units  of  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  were  supplied  to  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  District. 

The  District  Council  are  members  of  the  Clinical  Research 
Association. 

Twenty-nine  specimens  for  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria  were  sent 
for  examintion,  and  twelve  specimens  for  the  diagnosis  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 


HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

The  district  is  purely  agricultural  and  residential  in  character 
except  in  the  area  known  as  Camelsdale,  which  is  practically  a 
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suburb  of  the  town  of  Haselmere  in  Surrey.  The  agricultural 
labourers  are  for  the  most  part  housed  in  “  tied”  cottages  as  are  also 
the  numerous  outdoor  domestic  servants  attached  to  the  residences, 
but  the  supply  of  this  type  of  cottage  is  limited  to  the  existing 
requirements,  and  the  very  keen  demand  for  week-end  cottages  by 
“  foreigners  ”  creates  a  need  for  new  dwellings  for  the  natives. 
The  actual  need  for  new  houses  is  very  difficult  to  determine.  There 
is  a  number  of  the  working  classes  who  desire  them,  but  the 
necessarily  high  rents  deter  them  from  making  applications.  The 
estimated  population  for  1920  was  nearly  500  less  than  that  of  the 
census  1911  when  the  percentage  of  overcrowded  tenements  was 
only  3  9  of  the  population,  representing  580  persons.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  new  houses  built  since  the  census,  it  would  not 
appear  that  the  legitimate  demand  for  new  cottages  is  very  great. 

The  District  Council  in  1918  adopted  a  scheme  for  the  erection  of 
118  cottages  in  thirteen  parishes,  and  a  private  owner  agreed  to 
relieve  the  shortage  in  Midhurst  by  building  twenty.  At  the  end  of 
1920  no  new  houses  had  been  completed  under  the  Council’s  scheme, 
but  twenty-eight  were  in  the  course  of  erection,  many  nearing 
completion  in  the  following  parishes. 

Fernhurst  ...  6  Cocking  ...  4  Tillington  ...  4  Woolbeding  ...  4 
Harting  ...  4  Trotton  ...  4  Lodsworth  ...  2 

Nine  working-class  houses  have  been  completed  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  during  the  year  being  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Linchmere  (6), 
Fernhurst  (2),  and  Midhurst  (1). 

Fifty-four  cottages  were  in  the  process  of  building  during  the  year 
in  nine  parishes,  of  which  17  are  situated  in  Midhurst. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Six  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  in  the  following  parishes : 

Parish.  No.  of  Rooms.  Occupants. 


Henley  (Fernhurst) 

3 

8 

Tillington  ... 

3 

9 

Cocking 

4 

9 

Elsted 

6 

13 

Midhurst 

6 

13 

Bepton 

5 

13 

All  of  these  cases  with  the  exception  of  the  last  were  relieved 
either  by  the  removal  of  one  family,  or  lodgers.  No  action  had 
been  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  regard  to  the  Bepton  case. 


FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  majority  of  the  cottages  are  old  but  substantially  built,  and 
the  general  standard  of  habitability  is  perhaps  rather  better  than  in 
neighbouring  districts  of  the  combined  area,  but  many  of  them 
require  numerous  alterations  to  bring  them  up  to  the  standard  of 
modern  requirements.  The  character  of  the  defects  present  may 
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be  judged  from  tbe  following  analysis  of  those  found  in  107  cottages 


inspected  during  the  year. 

Dampness  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

,,  Sinks  or  absent  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  Guttering  or  eaves  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„  Walls .  2 

,,  Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  walls  or  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No  proper  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


ACTION  TAKEN  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Only  informal  methods  have  been  made  use  of  by  the  Council  during 
the  year,  which  have  proved  fairly  successful  but  rather  slow  in 
operation.  Landlords  as  a  rule  show  a  disposition  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  Council.  No  representations  have  been  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but  are  contemplated  in  respect  of  ten 
houses  when  a  suitable  opportunity  presents  itself. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  of  any  dimensions.  The  small  area 
known  as  Duck  Lane,  in  Midhurst,  was  referred  to  in  the  Report  for 
1919. 

The  Local  Government  Board  Bye-laws  (Rural  model)  in  respect 
of  new  buildings  are  in  force  in  the  district.  The  relaxations 
suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  No.  142  were 
adopted  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics. 

Year  Ended  31st  December,  1920. 


...  14,708 

10.9 
0.47 
47 
3,480 
2,850 
9 


1.  GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population 

(2)  General  Death  Rate 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ... 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes 

(6)  Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses 

(7)  Number  of  new  Working-Class  Houses  erected 
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2.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


1.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  housing  de¬ 
fects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 

corded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910  . 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  re¬ 
spects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ... 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  . . . 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc. 
Act,  1919 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close... 


0 

107 

0 


72 


81 


0 

0 

0 

0 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  • 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — • 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan¬ 
ning  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  Dwelling  Houses  having  been  rendered 

fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


3.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improvement 
Schemes  under  (a)  Part  1,  or  (b)  Part  2  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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(3)  Number  of  Working  Class  Houses  in  area  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  Working  Class  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  ...  0 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  Building  Bye-laws 
erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section  25  of 

the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919  ...  ...  ...  0 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of  each 

officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Staff  engaged  in  Housing  work. 

The  supervision  of  the  bye-laws  in  respect  of  new  buildings  is  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  A.  Gibbs,  the  Council’s  surveyor,  who  is  also 
responsible  for  the  building  scheme  of  the  Council. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  the  Officer  appointed  by  the  District 
Council  to  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Housing  Regulations, 
1910,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The 
duties  of  the  Inspector  are  to  inspect  and  prepare  records  of  the 
condition  of  houses,  and  to  send  informal  notices  of  defects  when 
found.  If  these  informal  requests  are  not  complied  with,  the  records 
are  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  for  their 
consideration  and  necessary  action.  The  Inspector  has  instructions 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  any  dwelling 
houses  which  he  may  find  to  be  seriously  defective.  The  latter  then 
visits  them  and  makes  representations  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
closing  orders  if  he  deems  the  houses  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 
He  also  sends  lists  of  houses  to  the  Inspector  which  have  come  to 
his  notice  as  requiring  inspection. 
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PETWORTH  RURAL 
DISTRICT, 

1920. 
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Petworth  Rural  District,  1920. 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1920. 

Summary. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,754 

Population  at  Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  8,776 

Population  Estimated  to  middle  of  1920  ...  ...  7,742 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  _  187 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  24'1 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  11‘7 

Infantile  Mortality  under  1  year  per  1,000  Births  ...  21‘3 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  96 

Death  Rate  from  7  principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ...  0T 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  0'9 

Number  of  New  Houses  Built  (Working  Class)  ...  10 


England  and  Wales,  1920.  West  Sussex  Rural  Districts. 
Birth  Rate  25 *4  ...  ...  22'89 

Death  Rate  12‘4  ...  ...  10'9 

Infant  Mortality  80  ...  ...  51 
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Petworth  Rural  District. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Petworth  Rural  District  occupies  the  central  part  of  the  Northern 
Division  of  the  County.  To  the  north  part  of  the  County  of  Sussex 
forms  the  boundary,  and  on  the  east  the  river  Arun  divides  it  from 
Horsham  and  Thakeham  Districts.  The  western  boundary  is 
formed  by  Midhurst  Rural  Districts,  and  the  summit  of  the  South 
Downs  separates  it  from  the  Westhampnett  District.  The  river 
Rother  traverses  the  southern  part  before  joining  the  Arun. 

Geologically  in  the  greater  part  of  the  district,  the  subsoil  con¬ 
sists  of  the  Wealden  Clay.  The  southern  portion  of  the  district  is 
traversed  by  ridges  of  lower  greensand,  gault  and  upper  greensand, 
merging  into  the  chalk  of  the  South  Downs.  Petworth,  the  only 
village  of  any  size,  is  situated  on  the  lower  greensand.  The  district 
is  heavily  wTooded,  and  apart  from  the  supplementary  occupations 
afforded  by  the  woodlands,  tbe  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are 
occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits,  dairy  farming  forming  a  highly 
important  branch.  The  bulk  of  the  land  is  comprised  of  large 
estates. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  Census  of  1911  was  8776,  showing  a  slight 
increase  of  147  on  the  previous  Census  of  1901.  Between  the  Census 
of  1881  and  1901  there  was  a  decrease  of  902. 

The  population  as  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1920  by  the 
Register  General  is  7742. 

The  approaching  Census  to  be  held  on  April  24th,  1921,  is  badly 
needed  in  order  to  arrive  at  an  accurate  determination  of  the 
population  which  has  undergone  much  more  unusual  changes  than 
in  ordinary  iutercensal  periods.  The  Census  will  also  give  import¬ 
ant  information  concerning  housing  conditions,  especially  with 
regard  to  overcrowding. 


BIRTHS. 

The  nett  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  187,  as 
compared  with  114  in  1919.  Of  these  89  were  males,  and  98 
females  :  a  fact  wThich  does  not  support  the  theory  that  more  males 
than  usual  are  born  after  a  war.  There  were  12  illegitimate  births. 
The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  24'1,  the  highest 
since  1908,  as  compared  with  12’7  in  1918,  the  lowest  recorded.  The 
birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1920  was  25*2,  and  for  West 
Sussex  Rural  Districts 


The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuations  in  the  birth  rate 
since  1911  : — 


1911 

...  22  4 

1915  ... 

15‘9 

1912 

...  20’3 

1916  ... 

16'8 

1913 

...  227 

1917  ... 

13’6 

1914 

...  18*4 

1918  ... 

127 

1919  ...  147 

165  births  (including  1  still-born)  were  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  Act  of  1907.  Of  these  95  were  notified 
by  Medical  Practitioners,  and  70  by  midwives  or  others. 


DEATHS. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  after 
adding  those  of  thirteen  residents  dying  outside  the  district,  and 
substracting  three  non-residents  dying  within  the  district,  was  91. 
Of  these  48  were  males,  and  43  females.  The  crude  rate  per  1,000 


of  the  estimated  population  was  11  7. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

5 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

- — 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

9 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

Nephritis  ... 

5 

4 

Congenital  Debility 

2 

2 

Violence  (apart  from  suicide)  ... 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

16 

16 

The  deaths  in  public  institutions  outside  of  the  district  numbered 

10. 

The  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  outside  of  the  district. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rate  for  the  past  ten  years. 
That  of  1919  shows  a  pleasing  decline  towards  the  rate  of  the  years 
preceding  the  wTar. 


1911  ... 

117 

1916  ... 

11 '2 

1912  ... 

127 

1917  ... 

157 

1913  ... 

10’5 

1918  ... 

15‘6 

1914  ... 

127 

1919  ... 

14'9 

1915  ... 

16'2 

1920  ... 

117 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  deaths  of  four  infants  under  one  year  were  registered. 

The  rate  per  1,000  births  being  the  remarkably  low  one  of  21.3. 

Too  much  stress  should  not  be  laid  in  a  district  with  a  small 
population  on  the  low  rate  for  one  year,  especially  in  conjunction 
with  the  sudden  rise  in  the  number  of  births  during  the  last  year, 
but  the  rate  in  quinquennial  periods  from  1899-1918  is  diminishing 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  as  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 

1899-1903  ...  102  1909-1913  ...  69 

1904-1908  ...  76  1914-1918  ...  61 

1919  ...  44 


were  as  follows  : 

1.  F.  11  days 

2.  M.  1  hour 

3.  M.  4  days 

4.  F.  6  months... 


Congenital  Heart  Disease. 
Premature  (6  months). 
Congenital  Malformation. 
Congenital  Malformation. 


The  causes  of  death,  with  sex  and  age  of  the  infants  who  died 


•  •  • 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1920. 


Disease. 

No. 

notified. 

Average 

10  years. 

Incidence 
per  1,000 
population 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

7*3 

077 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

8*4 

0’25 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

Malaria 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

10 

13*2 

1‘29 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

4’6 

072 

The  district  was  as  in  1919  remarkably  free  from  notifiable 
diseases. 

Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  two  in  one  family,  were  notified 
from  Petworth,  and  three  from  Stopham.  Two  Sporadic  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occured,  one  in  Petworth  and  one  in  Fittleworth. 

Measles  were  reported  from  the  parishes  of  Northchapel  and  Bury. 

Reports  from  the  West  Sussex  Nursing  Association,  which  receives 
an  annual  grant  from  the  District  Council  shows  that  68  first  visits 
were  made  by  Nurses,  and  257  subsequent  visits.  No  deaths 
occurred,  and  no  serious  sequels. 

41  Specimens  were  sent  by  Medical  Practitioners  for  diagnosis  to 
the  Clinical  Research  Association,  29  for  Diphtheria,  and  12  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis. 

6,000  units  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  were  supplied  to  Medical 
Practitioners. 

For  Isolation  Hospital  see  general  report. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

Petworth  Town  is  the  only  area  provided  with  a  public  water 
supply.  No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  regards  to  the 
protection  of  the  springs  which  are  the  public  supply  for  Petworth, 
from  pollution  by  cattle.  A  recent  analysis  shows  that  there  is  still 
a  slight  amount  of  pollution  by  excremental  matter.  The  amount 
of  water  pumped  to  Petworth  during  the  year  was  15,772,335  gallons, 
or  approximately  7  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  per  day. 

The  villages  of  Byworth  and  Dunction  are  provided  with  a  private 
supply  derived  from  springs  in  the  neighbourhood. 

In  the  rest  of  the  district,  water  is  obtained  mostly  from  shallow 
wells.  In  the  northern  part,  on  the  wealden  clay,  the  water  obtained 
by  sinking  wells  is  often  of  very  poor  quality,  being  exceedingly 
hard,  owing  to  the  presence  of  magnesium  salts,  and  frequently 
containing  an  excess  of  chlorides. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Petworth  is  the  only  village  with  a  main  drainage  system. 

During  the  war  both  the  outfalls  were  neglected,  the  collecting 
tanks  not  being  cleaned  of  sludge  and  becoming  choked,  with  the 
consequence  that  the  crude  sewage  ultimately  flowed  direct  into  the 
discharging  ditches.  As  a  result  there  was  a  considerable  pollution 
in  1919  and  1920  of  the  Byworth  Stream,  which  receives  the  effluent 
from  the  northern  outfall,  leading  to  the  death  of  a  number  of  fish. 
A  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  as  regards  the 
northern  outfall,  by  the  cleaning  out  of  the  tank  and  the  improvisa¬ 
tion  of  three  rough  filter  beds  placed  at  intervals  in  the  discharging 
ditch,  but  no  steps  had  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  southern 
outfall  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  houses  were  connected  with  the 
main  drainage  system.  In  the  remainder  of  the  district  earth 
closets  and  privies  are  in  use  in  the  working-class  dwellings.  The 
proportion  of  privies  among  houses  inspected  has  been  found  to  be  37 
per  cent.  Two  privies  were  converted  to  pail  closets  during  the  year. 

Scavenging. 

Petworth  is  the  only  parish  where  scavenging  is  regularly  carried 
out.  House  refuse  is  collected  twice  a  week  and  deposited  on  land 
adjoining  the  Workhouse  where  it  is  sorted  and  the  destructable 
material  burnt.  The  receptacles  in  use  are  for  the  most  part  of 
an  unsatisfactory  character,  very  few  houses  being  provided  with 
proper  sanitary  ashbins. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority 
to  improve  the  conditions. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  sixteen  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district,  many 
of  which  are  old  and  insanitary,  especially  those  of  Kirdford, 
Plaistow  and  Bedliam.  Nothiug  has  been  done  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  building  new  schools  to  replace  them.  With  the  exception 
of  Petworth,  the  water  supply  is  obtained  from  wells,  and  the  schools 
are  provided  with  earth  closets.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
also  School  Medical  Inspector.  Northchapel  School  was  closed  for 
a  month  in  May,  on  account  of  Measles,  Kirdford  on  account  of 
Chickenpox  for  a  fortnight  in  October,  and  six  other  schools  in  the 
Spring  on  account  of  Influenzal  colds. 
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The  following  is  a  classified  statement  of  the  nature  and  number 
of  Inspections  made  by  Mr.  W.  Parker,  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  the 
District  Council,  who  began  his  duties  on  April  1st. 

Inspection. 


Bakehouses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

35 

Butchers  Shops 

•  •  •  ••  • 

54 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

•  •  >  •  •  • 

167 

Laundries 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

Slaughter  Houses 
Yisits  of  Inquiry  into 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Infectious 

37 

Disease 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25 

Miscellaneous  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1041 

Booms  disinfected 
Drains  tested  : — 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

38 

(a)  with  smoke 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

(b)  with  water 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  110 

(2)  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  0 

Of  the  informal  notices  served,  59  were  complied  with  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 


No.  of  persons  on  register 

99 

New  houses  registered  ... 

22 

Names  removed 

4 

No.  of 

premises  found  defective 

with  regard  to  : — 

(a) 

Water  Supply  ... 

0 

(b) 

Ventilation 

5 

(c) 

Lighting 

7 

(d) 

Paving 

13 

(e) 

Cleanliness 

25 

No.  in  which  defects  were  remedied : 

(a) 

After  informal  notice  ... 

24 

(b) 

After  statutory  notice  ... 

0 

With  a  few  exceptions  very  little  care  is  taken  to  produce  pure 
milk,  even  elementary  precautions  of  washing  the  hands  of  the 
milkers  and  grooming  the  cows  being  omitted. 


MEAT. 

The  following  amounts  of  unsound  meat  were  seized  and  con¬ 
demned  :  Cattle  5,  Liver  and  Lungs  ;  Frozen  Lamb,  351bs. ;  all  in 
Petworth.  Of  other  foods  281bs.  of  plums  were  condemned  at 
Northchapel. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  byelaws  in  respect  of  Slaughter  Houses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  in  existence  in  various 
parishes  : — 


Parish. 

1914. 

Jan.  1920. 

Dec.  1920. 

Petworth 

3 

3 

4 

Loxwood 

1 

1 

1 

Northchapel 

1 

1 

1 

Fittleworth 

1 

1 

1 

Wisborough  Green... 

1 

1 

1 

The  slaughter  houses  are  generally  ill  constructed  and  badly 
situated,  especially  in  Petworth,  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling 
houses,  they  are  however,  well  kept  as  regards  cleanliness. 


BAKEHOUSES. 


There  are  16  small  retail  bakehouses,  none  being  underground. 
They  are  lime-waslied  twice  a  year.  Twenty-five  visits  of  inspection 
have  been  made,  and  no  breaches  of  regulations  observed. 


The  bakehouses  are  situated 
Bury  ...  1 

By  worth  ...  1 

Fittleworth  ..  2 

Kirdford  ...  2 

Northchapel .  2 


in  the  following  districts  : — 
Petworth  ...  4 

Loxwood  ...  1 

Sutton  ...  1 

Wisborough  Green..  2 

Total  16 


SANITARY  ADMINSTRATION. 


The  work  of  sanitary  supervision  is  carried  out  by  a  single  officer, 
Mr.  W.  Parker,  A.R.S.I..  who  was  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  began  his  duties  on  April  1st.  From  1916  to  this  date  the 
duties  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  had  been  carried  out  to  a  certain 
extent  by  the  Road  Surveyor  in  the  absence  of  the  late  Inspector  on 
military  service. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  also  the  officer  appointed  under  the 
Housing  Acts  for  the  inspection  of  dwellings.  In  addition  to  this  he 
is  required  to  supervise  the  Petworth  Water  Works,  and  sewage 
system,  and  is  also  Petrol  and  Carbide  Inspector  for  the  district. 

The  Inspector  is  not  granted  any  travelling  expenses,  and  has  to 
provide  his  own  office.  The  district  is  a  wide  one  but  thinly 
populated,  and  is  capable  of  being  efficiently  supervised  by  one 
Inspector,  provided  that  adequate  provision  is  made  for  travelling. 
Much  valuable  time  is  lost  by  travelling  on  an  ordinary  bicycle. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Date  of  coming  into  force. 

1.  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890  August,  1891. 

2.  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  August,  1891. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  Feb.  2nd,  1891. 

2.  Daries,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  May  1st,  1898. 
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HOUSING. 


General  Housing  conditions  in  the  district. 

Petworth  Rural  district  is  purely  agricultural  and  residential, 
consisting  for  the  most  part  of:  large  estates.  Petworth  is  the  only 
town  consisting  of  approximately  ‘2,500  inhabitants.  Its  streets  are 
narrow,  and  the  houses  crowded  but  generally  kept  in  good  repair. 
A  clearance  of  the  worst  area  was  made  in  1913  and  12  new  cottages 
built  by  the  District  Council  to  house  the  displaced  tenants,  but 
there  remain  6  houses  awaiting  representation,  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  Closing  Orders. 

Owing  to  the  slow  progress  of  the  housing  scheme  the  conditions 
prevailing  last  year  have  been  accentuated.  No  new  houses  were 
completed  during  1920,  but  twelve  w7ere  in  course  of  erection,  and 
twelve  more  are  included  in  the  scheme. 

In  the  rest  of  the  district  the  majority  of  cottages  are  old  and  of  a 
low  standard  of  habitability,  but  are  kept  in  good  repair  by  the 
wealthier  landlords.  The  discovery  of  Sussex  in  recent  years  has 
led  to  a  demand  for  week-end  cottages,  which  is  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  working-classes.  Fittleworth  is  a  village  which 
particularly  suffers  on  this  account,  new  cottages  for  the  working 
classes  being  especially  required.  Plaistow  and  Wisborough  Green 
contain  a  number  of  cottages  of  a  poor  type  and  in  need  of  repair  or 
closure. 

In  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  Council  it  was  decided  to  build 
cottages  in  the  following  praishes  : — 


Byworth 

4 

Sutton 

12 

Bury... 

12 

Wisborough  Green.. 

18 

Duncton 

6 

Loxwood 

12 

Fittleworth  ... 

12 

Northchapel 

8 

Petworth 

24 

Plaistow... 

4 

No  progress  has  been  made  with  the  scheme  except  in  Petworth, 
on  account  of  the  excessive  cost  of  building.  The  Housing  Com¬ 
mittee  have  recommended  the  postponement  of  the  scheme  for  a 
period,  and  the  prospect  of  new  houses  in  the  villages  outside  of 
Petworth  seems  rather  remote. 

Private  enterprise  has  afforded  some  slight  relief  by  the  erection 
of  ten  new  working-class  dwellings  during  the  year  in  the  following 
parishes 

Wisborough  Green  4  Northchapel  ...  2 

Petworth  ...  2  Fittleworth  ...  1 

Kirdford  ...  1 


OVERCROWDING. 

Three  cases  were  discovered  during  the  year,  two  of  which  were 
relieved,  and  one  in  which  there  were  ten  persons  occupying  four 
rooms,  could  not  be  proceeded  with  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
obtaining  other  accommodation. 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  Parishes  of  Northchapel,  P>y worth  and 
Stopham  respectively,  in  the  last  the  overcrowding  was  caused  by 
the  occupation  of  one  house  by  two  families. 
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FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 


The  general  character  of  defects  existing  in  the  houses  in  the 
district  are  shown  in  the  following  list  of  defects,  found  in  117 
houses  inspected  during  the  year  : — 


Dampness 

•  •  • 

63 

Defective 

drainage 

•  •  • 

34 

55 

privies 

•  •  • 

11 

55 

sinks  (or  absent) 

25 

55 

yard  paving 

•  •  . 

17 

55 

guttering  or  eaves 

33 

55 

ventilation 

•  •  • 

89 

55 

lighting 

•  i  » 

25 

55 

roofs  ... 

•  •  • 

30 

55 

walls  ... 

•  •  • 

12 

55 

floors  ... 

•  •  • 

39 

55 

windows 

•  •  • 

20 

55 

food  stores 

(or 

absent) 

•  •  • 

29 

Dirty  walls  or  ceilings 

•  •  • 

50 

No  proper  water  supply 

•  •  • 

4 

Of  the  104  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation  only 
18  were  remedied  by  means  of  informal  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
Inspector.  No  further  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  with  respect 
to  the  remainder  with  the  exception  of  one  house  at  Wisborough 
Green,  under  Sec.  28  of  the  Act,  1919. 


The  house  was  put  in  thorough  repair.  Now  that  labour  is  more 
easily  obtainable  and  prices  are  easier  the  time  has  arrived  for  more 
strenuous  action  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  The  repeated  post¬ 
ponement  of  any  official  pressure  on  the  owners  of  dilapidated 
cottages  permits  the  housing  conditions  of  the  district  to  become 
worse  and  worse  as  time  elapses. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
Statistics. 

Year  Ending  31st  December,  1920. 


1.  General. 


(1)  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  7742 

(2)  General  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  11*7 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  0  9 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  21'3 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  ...  1980 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  1300 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  10 
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2.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

1.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District,)  Regulations  1910  ...  ...  ...  117 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  104 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  18 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  0 
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3.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improve¬ 
ment  Schemes  under  (a),  Part  1.,  or  (b)  Part  2.,  of  the  Act  of  1890  : 

(1)  Name  of  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  wmrking-class  houses  in  area  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  — 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye¬ 
laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under 
section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919  0 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  the  officer  appointed  by  the  District 
Council  to  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Housing  Regulations, 
1910,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The 
duties  of  the  Inspector  are  to  inspect  and  prepare  records  of  the 
condition  of  houses,  and  to  send  informal  notices  of  defects  when 
found.  If  these  informal  requests  are  not  complied  with,  the 
records  are  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Council 
for  their  consideration  and  necessary  action.  The  Inspector  has 
instructions  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
any  dwelling  houses  which  he  may  find  to  be  seriously  defective. 
The  latter  (in  normal  times)  then  visits  them  and  makes  representa¬ 
tions  with  a  view  to  obtaining  closing  orders,  if  he  deems  the  houses 
to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  He  also  sends  list  of  houses  to  the 
Inspector,  which  have  come  to  his  notice  as  requiring  inspection. 
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THAKEHAM  RURAL 
DISTRICT,  1920. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1920. 
Summary. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40,032 


Population  at  Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,334 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1920  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,709 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.8 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.7 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Infantile  mortality  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  51.4 

Death  rate  from  7  principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ...  ,. ..  ...  0.25 

Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  New  Houses  built  (Working  Class)  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Thakeham  Rural  District. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Thakeham  Rural  District  is  situated  between  Horsham  Rural 
District  on  the  north,  and  East  Preston  on  the  south.  To  the 
west,  the  River  Arun  separates  it  from  Petworth,  and  on  the 
east  the  River  Adur  from  East  Steyning  Rural  District.  The 
Wealden  Clay  forms  the  subsoil  of  the  northern  part  of  the 
district,  the  central  part  being  formed  by  the  Lower  Greensand 
Gault  and  Upper  Greensand.  The  southern  portion  of  the 
district  lies  on  the  South  Downs,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  village  of  Findon  is  sparsely  inhabited. 

The  district  is  purely  agricultural  and  residential  in  character, 
and  contains  no  large  town.  Storrington,  situated  at  the  foot 
of  the  Downs,  and  Pulborougli  are  the  two  chief  villages. 
Dairy  farming  has  of  late  years  increased  considerably,  and  is 
becoming  one  of  the  chief  industries. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  census  1911  was  8,334.  Estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  to  the  middle  1920,  it  was  7,709. 

If  this  estimate  is  correct  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  over  600 
in  the  population  since  the  last  census.  The  approaching  census 
in  April  of  the  present  year  is  badly  needed  in  order  to  arrive  at 
a  more  accurate  figure  for  the  preparation  of  statistics,  and  will 
be  of  great  value  in  indicating  the  conditions  as  to  overcrowding. 

BIRTHS. 

The  nett  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  175, 
of  which  82  were  males,  and  93  females. 

There  were  9  illegitimate  births. 

The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  2U82, 
being  the  highest  recorded  since  1909. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  92. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuations  in  the  birth  rate 
since  1911  : — 


1911  . 

.  20.9 

1916  ... 

16.3 

1912  . 

.  19.2 

1917  ... 

13.7 

1913  . 

.  19.8 

1918  ... 

14.1 

1914  . 

.  17.2 

1919  ... 

15.9 

1915  . 

.  20.2 

1920  ... 

21.8 

171  births  (including  4  stillborn)  were  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  of  which  84  were  notified  by  Medical 
Practitioners,  and  87  by  Midwives  or  others. 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  after  adding 
those  of  10  residents  dying  outside  of  the  district,  and  deducting 
that  of  one  non-resident,  was  88,  of  which  42  were  males,  and 
41  females.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was 
10'7  as  compared  with  14‘1  in  1919. 

The  following  table  shows  the  changes  in  the  death  rate  for 
the  past  ten  years  : — 


1911  ...  12.8 

1916  ... 

9.6 

1912  ...  10.4 

1917  ... 

13.8 

1913  ...  10.5 

1918  ... 

16.5 

1914  ...  10.5 

1919  ... 

14.1 

1915  ...  13.8 

1920  ... 

10.7 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

as  follows  : — 

Male. 

1 

Female 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  disease 

...  — 

1 

Cancer  and  malignant  disease  ... 

5 

5 

Meningitis  ... 

— 

1 

Organic  heart  disease 

...  5 

8 

Bronchitis  ... 

o 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

1 

1 

Nephritis  ... 

1 

— 

Congenital  debility 

3 

5 

Violence  apart  from  suicide 

3 

2 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  fever 

...  — 

1 

Other  defined  .diseases  ... 

20 

13 

The  deaths  of  seven  residents  outside  of  the  district  occurred 
in  public  institutions. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  or  from 
Influenza. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  9  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered, 
the  rate  per  1,000  births  being  51‘4,  as  compared  with  49  in  1919. 

The  following  table  shows  the  infant  mortality  in  quinquennial 
periods  from  1900  : — 

1900—1904  ...  75 

1905—1909  ...  81 


1910—1914  ...  08 

1915—1919  ...  44 


55 


The  causes  of  deaths,  with  age  and  sex,  were  as  follows  : — 


1. 

M. 

1  month. 

Inanition. 

2. 

M. 

1  month 

Convulsions 

3. 

F. 

24  hours. 

Premature. 

4. 

M. 

1  day. 

Premature. 

5. 

F. 

30  minutes. 

Premature. 

6. 

F. 

If  days. 

Premature. 

7. 

M. 

2  days. 

Premature. 

8. 

F. 

1  day. 

Premature. 

9. 

F. 

36  hours. 

Premature. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 


DISEASE. 

Incidence 

Number 

Disease. 

Number 

Average 

per  1,000 

removed 

Notified. 

10  years. 

population 

to  hospital 

Diphtheria 

...  17 

6.7 

2.28 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  15 

10.1 

1.94 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Malaria 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

7 . 7  (8  yrs 

.)  0.38 

Total  15 


Eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Findon, 
from  January  16th  to  March  26th,  three  being  in  one  family, 
and  two  children  found  desquamating  in  another.  The 
remaining  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  from  the  parishes 
of  Pulborough  (5),  three  in  one  family,  Storrington  (l),  and 
Thakeham  (l). 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  from  a  house  in  a  lonely 
district  in  the  parish  of  Pulborough,  in  a  family  found  to  be 
living  under  deplorable  conditions.  Medical  advice  was  not 
sought  for  in  the  first  case  until  the  child  was  moribund,  and  it 
died  shortly  after  removal  to  Hospital.  Three  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied  at  the  end  of  February,  two  being  in  one  family,  from  North 
Stoke.  The  children  attended  the  school  near  Houghton  Bridge 
and  Amberley,  other  children  from  Houghton,  which  is  in  the 
East  Preston  Rural  District,  were  attacked  with  Diptheria.  In 
consequence  the  throats  of  all  the  children  were  swabbed,  with 
the  result  of  finding  three  positive  carriers  who  were  isolated. 
Later,  in  June,  two  more  children  were  notified,  living  near  the 
school,  and  fresh  cases  occured  in  the  East  Preston  District. 
The  same  procedure  was  again  adopted  with  regard  to  the 
children  attending  the  school,  two  other  positive  carriers  being 
discovered.  No  further  cases  were  notified. 
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The  rest  of  the  district  is  supplied  mainly  from  shallow  wells, 
the  water  being  of  good  quality  hut  very  liable  to  contamination 
in  many  instances. 

At  Findon,  which  lies  on  the  chalk,  there  is  a  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  sufficient  supply,  many  houses  depending  on 
collected  rain  water. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  are  no  main  drainage  systems  in  the  district.  Two 
villages,  Storrington  and  Pulborough,  are  in  need  of  them.  In 
the  former  there  is  considerable  pollution  of  the  stream  which 
runs  through  the  village,  from  drains  running  directly  into  it. 
At  Pulborough  the  sanitary  conditions  have  been  the  subject  of 
unfavourable  reports  for  many  years.  During  the  present  year 
the  Ministry  of  Health  requested  a  special  report  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  water  supply  of  this  village, 
and  its  relation  to  the  general  sanitary  condition.  A  copy  of 
this  report  is  attached  below. 

The  closet  accommodation  among  working  class  dwellings 
largely  consists  of  privies,  these  being  present  among  the  houses 
already  inspected  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one  pail  closets. 

Two  privies  only  have  been  converted  during  the  year. 

SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  and  the  emptying  of  pail  closets,  etc.,  is  only 
undertaken  in  the  village  of  Storrington,  where  it  is  carried  out 
weekly.  The  collection  of  refuse  is  not  very  efficient,  many 
houses  not  being  provided  with  sanitary  ash  bins.  Deposits  of 
refuse  containing  organic  matter  are  to  be  seen  near  houses 
frequently. 

The  village  of  Pulborough,  on  account  of  the  very  small 
gardens  attached  to  many  houses,  is  badly  in  need  of  a  system. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  twelve  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district, 
none  of  which  are  of  modern  type,  and  many  of  which  are 
defective  in  several  respects,  especially  with  regard  to  lighting. 
All  are  provided  with  pail  closets  with  the  exception  of  Thake- 
ham,  which  has  a  well  kept  privy.  The  water  supply  is  chiefly 
from  wells  on  the  premises.  Amberley  and  Houghton  R.C. 
School  was  closed  on  account  of  Diphtheria,  from  March  23rd, 
to  the  Easter  holidays,  and  Pulborough  C.E.  School  on  account 
of  Measles  from  the  8th  to  27th  of  June. 


Tlffi  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Inspector. 
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Five  cases  were  notified  in  October  from  Storrington,  four 
being  in  one  family.  The  first  case  proved  fatal  soon  after 
removal  to  Hospital.  Again  there  had  been  delay  in  sending 
for  a  doctor,  the  mother  thinking  the  child  was  suffering  from 
an  ordinary  “  Sore  Throat.” 

A  case  of  Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis  was  notified  from 
Codmore  Hill,  Pulborough,  in  May  in  a  girl  of  13.  The  patient 
was  sent  to  Brighton  Sanatorium  but  died  after  three  weeks. 

Only  three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  all 
occurring  in  ex-service  men. 

The  District  Council  made  a  grant  to  the  West  Sussex 
.  Nursing  Association  towards  the  visiting  and  nursing  of  Measles. 
The  only  considerable  outbreak  during  the  year  occurred  at  Pul¬ 
borough,  40  children  being  attacked,  and  a  few  sporadic  cases  in 
the  villages.  Forty  six  first  visits,  and  sixty  nine  subsequent 
visits  were  made  by  the  nurses.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 
Fifty  three  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research 
Association  by  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  forty  eight  being  for  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria,  and 
five  for  Tuberculosis. 

26,000  units  of  Diphtheria  antitoxin  were  supplied  to  Medical 
Practitioners. 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  district  for  the  isolation  of 
Infectious  diseases,  but  the  problem  which  formerly  frequently 
caused  acute  anxiety  has  been  fairly  satisfactorily  solved  by  the 
arrangement  made  with  the  Hove  Borough  to  receive  cases 
when  accommodation  is  available.  The  gift  of  an  Ambulance 
by  the  Red  Cross  Society,  has  removed  the  difficulty  which 
existed  in  transporting  patients. 

The  charges  made  by  the  Hove  Borough  Council,  are  con¬ 
sidering  the  times,  very  moderate,  and  represent  a  considerable 
saving  of  expense  to  the  Thakeham  district  as  compared  with 
that  of  maintaining  a  separate  hospital. 

WATER. 

Storrington  is  the  only  village  with  a  public  water  supply, 
which  was  completed  in  1915. 

The  supply  is  constant,  being  obtained  from  a  deep  bore  in 
the  greensand,  and  of  excellent  quality.  234  houses  are  now 
connected  with  the  mains,  seven  during  1920. 

5,906,000  gallons  were  pumped  to  the  reservoir  during  the 
year,  representing  a  consumption  of  approximately  14  gallons 
per  head  of  the  inhabitants. 

Ten  water  certificates  were  granted  by  the  local  authority 
during  the  year,  in  respect  of  new  houses. 
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The  followiug  is  a  classified  summary  of  the  number  and 
nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


Mr.  H.  Burrows,  A.R.S.I. 

(a)  Bakehouses- .  24 

Butchers’  Shops  .  25 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  130 

Slaughter  Houses  .  12 

Knackers’  Yards  .  2 

Miscellaneous  . 1082 

Visits  of  inquiry  into  infectious  disease  .  74 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  .  25 

Drains  tested  (a)  with  smoke  .  0 

(b)  with  water  .  0 

(b)  Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Informal  .  109 

(2)  Statutory .  1 

(c)  Result  of  notices  served 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Twenty-four  new  houses  have  been  added  to  the  register,  and 
three  removed,  making  a  total  of  76,  the  number  of  cows  kept 
being  over  a  thousand.  The  industry  in  the  district  is  rapidly 
increasing,  but  the  provisions  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk 
Shops  Order  are  very  inadequately  carried  out,  and  practically 
a  dead  letter.  Although  some  of  the  larger  owners  maintain  in 
their  own  interest  a  fair  standard,  the  district  as  a  whole 
requires  a  much  more  efficient  supervision. 


Parish. 
Pulborough 
Storrington 
Amberley  ... 
Findon 


Total 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

No.  in  1914.  No.  in  Jan.,  1920.  Dec.,  1920. 
3  1  3 

2  2  2 

1  1  1 

1  1  1 

7  5  7 


There  are  no  bye-laws  with  regard  to  Slaughter  Houses.  The 
standard  as  regards  site,  structure  and  cleanliness  is  low. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  is  no  regular  system  of  Meat  Inspection.  The  carcases 
of  three  cattle  were  surrendered  and  destroyed,  one  being 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  twelve  bakehouses,  none  being  underground. 
Twenty-two  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  no  breaches  of 
regulations  were  observed. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  staff  of  the  district  consists  of  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
Mr.  H.  Burrows,  A.R.S.I.,  who  was  appointed  in  1918. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  also  the  Officer  appointed  under 
the  housing  regulations,  and  also  supervises  the  Storrington 
Waterworks,  collects  the  rents  of  the  Council’s  cottages  and  is 
also  Carbide  and  Petrol  Inspector  (without  extra  remuneration). 

The  district  is  a  wide  one,  but  not  thickly  populated,  and  is 
capable  of  being  efficiently  supervised  by  one  Inspector  providing 
adequate  travelling  facilities  are  granted. 

There  is  no  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases 
(see  general  report). 

Provision  for  smallpox  is  made  by  the  County  Council. 

Hove  Borough  Isolation  receives  cases  on  payment  when 
accommodation  is  available  and  has  met  the  needs  of  the  district 
during  the  year. 

The  District  Council  are  members  of  the  Clinical  Research 
Association.  For  details  of  work  done  see  Infectious  Disease. 


HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

The  condition  of  the  district  as  regards  housing  remains 
similar  to  those  of  1919,  only  in  a  more  accentuated  form.  New 
houses  are  undoubtedly  required  to  replace  many  old  ones  which 
are  not  capable  of  being  rendered  habitable  except  at  an 
unwarranted  expense.  As  to  the  need  on  account  of  over¬ 
crowding,  it  is  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  just  estimate.  Many 
working  residents  would  like  new  houses,  but  not  at  the  high 
rent  which  the  excessive  cost  of  building  demands. 

If  the  present  estimate  of  population  be  correct,  there  has 
been  a  decrease  of  over  600  persons  in  the  population  since  the 
Census  1911,  a  fact  which  does  not  indicate  a  great  shortage  of 
dwellings,  since  there  was  undue  overcrowding  at  that  time. 
The  demand  on  account  of  the  amenities  of  the  district  from  a 
residential  point  of  view,  by  non-residents  for  wTeek  end  cottages 
still  continues  and  is  an  important  cause  of  shortage.  The 
District  Council  have  adopted  a  scheme  for  the  erection  of  136 
new  cottages,  but  unfortunately  owing  to  vexatious  delays  only 
three  of  these  had  been  completed  (in  the  parish  of  Storrington) 


60 


at  the  end  of  1920,  although  20  more  were  in  the  process  of 
building,  and  nearing  completion.  In  addition  to  these,  seven 
more  working  class  dwellings  were  erected  by  private  enterprise, 
three  in  Coldwaltliam,  two  in  Storrington,  and  one  each  in 
Thakeham  and  Pulborough. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Nine  cases  of  over-crowding  were  discovered  during  the  year. 
In  five  of  which  the  nuisance  was  abated  by  reducing  the 
number  of  lodgers  occupying  rooms.  The  parishes  in  which 
the  cases  occurred  were  Storrington  (5)  and  one  each  in  Findon, 
Washington,  Pulborough  and  Coldwaltham.  The  worst  case  in 
Pulborough  in  which  four  adults  and  four  children  were  occupy¬ 
ing  two  rooms  wTas  due  to  the  eviction  of  a  family  from  a 
neighbouring  cottage  and  could  not  be  relieved  immediately. 
In  the  other  case's  the  over-crowding  was  not  excessive. 


FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  among  the  working  classes 
is  unsatisfactory,  a  very  large  proportion  being  very  old,  ill- 
constructed  and  in  various  stages  of  dilapidation  daily  growing 
worse.  The  general  character  of  defects  may  he  seen  from  the 


summary  below  of  those  found  on  inspection  during  the  year. 

Dampness 

5 

Defective  drainage 

28 

,,  Privies 

16 

,,  Sinks  or  absent 

35 

,,  Guttering  or  eaves 

9 

,,  Ventilation  ... 

15 

„  Lighting  . 

1 

,,  Roofs... 

12 

„  Walls 

22 

,,  Floors 

14 

,,  Windows 

18 

,,  Food  stores  or  absent 

9 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings 

38 

No  proper  water  supply  or  defective  wells 

16 

Defective  chimneys  and  fireplaces  ... 

6 

,,  Staircases 

‘) 

O 

,,  Ceilings 

13 

Necessity  of  conversion  of  privies  to  pail  closets 

26 

The  state  of  housing  is  particularly  had  in  the 

village  of 

Washington,  where  new  cottages  are  specially  required  to  replace 
those  unfit  for  habitation,  also  in  Storrington,  Pulborough  and 
West  Chiltington  there  is  a  large  proportion  of  defective 
cottages. 
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There  are  no  building  bye-laws  in  the  district. 

The  defective  condition  of  the  cottages  is  due  partly  to  old 
age,  and  bad  construction,  and  partly  to  neglect  on  the  part  of 
owners,  especially  among  those  with  only  a  life  interest  in  the 
property.  Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  inspection 
under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  but  there  are  large 
arrears  to  be  caught  up  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  in  past  years.  Very  little  progress  has  been  made 
towards  remedying  defective  cottages.  Only  informal  methods 
are  in  use  by  which  defects  in  32  cottages  were  made  good  in 
1920.  The  time  has  come  in  which  greater  pressure  should  be 
put  on  owners  by  the  Council  to  render  their  property  habitable, 
now  that  materials  and  labour  are  becoming  more  available. 
Representations  with  a  view  to  obtaining  Closing  Orders  will  he 
made  with  regards  to  numerous  cottages  as  new  houses  are  built 
in  the  vicinity. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  the  Officer  appointed  by  the 
District  Council  to  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Housing 
Regulations,  1910,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  The  duties  of  the  Inspector  are  to  inspect  and 
prepare  records  of  the  condition  of  houses,  and  to  send  informal 
notices  of  defects  when  found.  If  these  informal  requests  are 
not  complied  with,  the  records  are  presented  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and 
necessary  action.  The  Inspector  has  instructions  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  any  dwelling 
houses  which  he  may  find  to  he  seriously  defective.  The  latter 
then  visits  them  and  makes  representations  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  closing  orders  if  he  deems  the  houses  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation.  He  also  sends  lists  of  houses  to  the  Inspector 
which  have  come  to  his  notice  as  requiring  inspection. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


1.  GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population 

(2)  General  Death  Rate 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ... 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes 

(6)  Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses 

(7)  Number  of  new  Working  Class  blouses  erected 


7,709 

10.7 


1,952 

1,250 

7 


0 

51 
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2.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

] .  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected -for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 

corded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations. 
1901  . 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitatoiri 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Panning 
Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  v/ere 
served  requiring  repairs 

<2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close... 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan¬ 
ning  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  * 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  Dwelling  Houses  having  been  rendered 
fit 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 


124 

124 

22 

78 

32 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


3.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improvement 
Schemes  under  (a)  Part  1.  or  (b)  Part  2  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  Working  Class  Houses  in  area  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  Working  Class  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  ...  0 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  Building  Bye-laws 

erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section  25  of 

the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1919  ...  ...  ...  0 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of 

each  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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A  SPECIAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

WATER  SUPPLY  OF  PULBOROUfiH. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Thaheham  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  response  to  your  request,  following  a  letter  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  of  November,  1920,  I  beg  to  present  the 
following  report  on  the  existing  water  supplies  of  Pulborough, 
and  the  need  for  a  public  supply.  Just  before  the  outbreak  of 
war  in  1914,  it  had  been  my  intention  to  prepare  a  report  on 
this  subject  for  your  consideration,  and  on  demobilisation  in 
1919,  I  re-considered  my  intention,  but  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  defer  the  presentation  of  a  report 
for  a  year  or  two,  until  matters  had  become  more  settled.  You 
will  doubtless  remember  that  in  1912  in  connection  with  the 
scheme  for  Storrington  that  Major  Tulloch  and  Haworth 
prepared  a  report  for  you  outlining  two  schemes  for  the  supply, 
to  which  I  will  refer  again  later. 

Pulborough  Parish.  (Map  references,  West  Sussex 
Ordnance  Survey,  1/2500,  Sh.  xxxvi.  6-7,  1/10,000,  Sh.  xxxvi, 
N.E.,  N.W.),  lies  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  Rural  District, 
and  comprises  6410  acres,  with  a  population  at  the  Census  1911 
of  1969  persons  and  inhabited  houses.  (Assessable  value 
£13,700).  The  northern  part  of  the  parish  situated  on  the 
wealden  clay  is  sparsely  populated,  the  most  containing  only 
one  collection  of  houses.  (North  Heath,  10).  The  more 
densely  settled  parts  consist  of  Nutbourne,  Mare  Hill  and 
Codmore  Hill.  These  lie  on  the  slopes  of  a  high  ridge  formed 
by  the  Upper  and  Lower  Greensands  ;  the  highest  point  306ft. 
above  sea-level  being  near  Upper  Nash  Farm,  to  the  north  east 
of  Broomers  Hill. 

The  village  proper  contains  207  houses,  of  which  140  may  be 
described  as  working  class  dwellings,  including  shops,  47 
residential,  and  the  remaining  hotels,  etc.  It  is  comprised 
chiefly  of  one  long  street  (Lower  Street)  one  mile  in  length, 
running  approximately  parallel  with  and  adjacent  to  the  River 
Arun,  which  is  here  tidal,  and  of  one  other  street  known  as 
London  Road,  being  part  of  the  Roman  Road,  running  north¬ 
wards  from  Lower  Street. 
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Of  the  outlying  hamlets  Nutbourne  is  the  largest,  situated 
about  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  main  village,  and  contain¬ 
ing  22  houses — Codmore  Hill,  lying  on  the  Roman  Road,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  main  village, 
consists  of  a  group  of  12  houses  ;  Ma,re  Hill,  lying  between  the 
main  village  and  Nutbourne,  is  a  small  village  containing 
11  houses. 

Water  Supply  of  the  Village  in  Relation  to  General 

Sanitation. 

The  Railway  Company  have  a  borehole  near  the  station,  the 
water  from  which  in  addition  to  supplying  the  water  for  loco¬ 
motives  and  the  Company’s  cottages,  is  also  laid  on  to  four 
other  dwellings  in  the  village.  The  overflow  from  the  borehole 
drains  into  the  river  at  a  rate  varying  from  10,000  to  20,000 
gallons  a  day. 

Four  cottages  and  two  residential  houses  are  supplied  from  a 
borehole  in  the  brickyard,  the  water  being  raised  by  means  of 
a  wind  pump. 

There  is  no  main  drainage  system  in  the  village,  and  no 
system  of  scavenging,  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  or  emptying  of 
privies.  Scarcely  any  cottages  are  provided  with  proper  ash- 
bins  or  receptacles  for  refuse,  the  latter  being  generally  dumped 
down  near  the  back  door,  to  be  buried  when  the  occupiers 
find  time. 

Lower  Street,  the  main  street  of  the  village,  extending  about 
100ft.  beyond  the  railway  in  the  west,  to  Mare  Hill  on  the 
east,  lies  on  the  southern  slope  of  the  ridge  running  parallel  to 
the  river.  The  street  at  the  western  end  is  20ft.  above  sea- 
level,  varying  from  40ft.  in  the  middle,  to  60ft.  at  the  eastern 
end.  The  southern  side  of  the  street  consists  of  90  dwellings, 
of  which  20  may  be  described  as  residential,  66  as  working  class 
dwellings,  including  shops,  and  the  remainder  inns.  The  water 
supply  of  the  residential  property  is  largely  derived  from  bore¬ 
holes  said  to  be  about  forty  feet  in  depth,  situated  in  the 
garden  at  the  back,  giving  a  constant  supply,  the  overflow  being 
considerable,  and  draining  by  ditches  into  the  river.  The  water 
from  these  bore-holes  is  generally  of  good  quality  and  free  from 
contamination,  but  the  complaint  is  frequently  made  of  the 
disagreeable  taste,  found  on  analysis  to  be  due  to  the  presence 
of  iron  in  solution. 

The  larger  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets,  draining 
into  water-tight  cesspools  which  are  emptied  when  necessary, 
the  contents  either  being  carried  away,  or  buried  in  the  gardens. 
The  waste  water  from  sinks  and  baths  in  these  houses  drains 
into  ditches  which  flow  directly  into  the  river,  which  is  tidal. 
This  flow  does  not  appear  to  cause  any  serious  pollution  of  the 
river,  which  is  well  stocked  with  fish. 
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The  cottages  are  for  the  most  part  supplied  by  means  of 
shallow  wells,  often  one  well  for  several  houses,  which  however, 
appear  to  give  a  sufficient  supply.  The  majority  of  these  wells 
are  closed  in,  the  water  being  obtained  from  pumps  in  the 
houses.  Those,  however,  which  are  accessible  are  found  to  be 
dry-steined,  and  very  liable  to  contamination,  some  being 
obviously  contaminated  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

Among  90  dwellings  on  the  southern  side  of  the  street,  32  are 
provided  with  earth  pail  closets,  and  48  with  privies.  The 
contents  of  the  pails  are  buried  in  the  gardens,  which  in  the 
majority  of  cases  are  rather  small.  The  privies  are  emptied 
when  required,  usually  on  the  gardens,  from  the  infrequency  of 
the  occurrence  one  would  judge  that  they  are  not  always  water¬ 
tight.  These  privies  are  situated  of  necessity  near  the  dwell¬ 
ings  and  walls,  in  four  cases  being  within  20ft.  In  one  case 
the  garden  being  approximately  only  15ft.  by  10ft.  The 
drainage  from  the  sinks  in  the  cottages  is  similar  to  that  of  the 
larger  houses,  directly  into  the  river.  During  the  frequent 
floods  in  the  winter  time,  the  contents  of  the  drains  are  held 
back  by  the  pressure  of  water. 

The  northern  side  of  Lower  Street  including  School  Hill, 
consists  of  65  dwellings,  of  which  15  may  he  said  to  be  resi¬ 
dential  and  the  rest  working  class  cottages  or  shops,  and  one 
Inn.  Much  the  same  conditions  prevail  as  described  on  the 
southern  side,  but  the  liability  to  contamination  of  the  wells  is 
rather  greater  since  the  closets  are  nearly  all  placed  at  the  top 
of  the  slope,  whilst  the  wells  are  below.  The  drainage  from  the 
sinks  is  allowed  to  flow  from  the  houses  into  an  open  conduit 
running  alongside  of  the  pavement  which  eventually  flows  into 
a  gully  under  the  road  and  thence  into  the  river.  There  is 
generally  sufficient  flow  to  prevent  stagnation,  but  in  hot 
summers  there  is  sometimes  an  unpleasant  smell  from  this 
cause. 

Four  pairs  of  cottages  erected  by  the  District  Council  in  1912 
are  supplied  by  a  single  deep  well,  the  water  from  which  is 
intermittently  impregnated  with  iron,  causing  complaints  by  the 
occupants.  Three  dwellings  are  dependent  on  rain  water  only, 
and  six  are  without  a  water  supply,  the  occupiers  being  forced 
to  fetch  their  water  from  a  neighbouring  well,  by  permission  of 
the  owner. 

The  remaining  houses  are  grouped  round  Church  Hill,  81ft. 
above  sea  level,  on  the  London  Road  and  Church  Lane,  which 
abuts  on  the  former. 

A  group  of  ten  cottages  in  pairs  is  supplied  by  a  bore-hole 
which  yields  an  abundant  and  overflowing  supply  which  leads 
to  difficulties  in  disposal  of  the  drainage.  The  cottages  are 
supplied  by  the  usual  shallow  well,  one  group  of  four  being  with¬ 
out  a  supply,  the  well  being  derelict,  and  one  residence  is 
dependent  on  rain  water. 
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The  drainage  from  the  residential  houses  on  the  north  side  of 
the  hill,  is  mainly  to  cesspools  overflowing  into  a  ditch  in  the 
adjacent  meadow  at  some  distance  from  the  dwellings.  On  the 
southern  slope  waste  water  from  the  houses  situated  on  it  runs 
to  the  road  percolating  to  the  river.  Complaints  of  a  nuisance 
have  occasionally  been  made  regarding  it. 

NUTBOURNE.  The  more  closely  settled  parts  of  the  hamlet 
of  Nutbourne,  which  lies  approximately  100ft.  above  sea  level, 
consists  of  22  dwellings  nearly  all  working  class.  Pail  closets 
exist  in  18,  the  contents  being  emptied  in  the  gardens.  The 
remaining  houses  have  privy  pits.  Similar  conditions  prevail 
in  the  hamlets  of  Codmore  Hill  and  Mare  Hill,  consisting  of 
about  a  dozen  houses  in  each. 

Summarising  the  results  of  my  investigations,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  a  public  water  supply  is  needed  for  the  village,  not 
so  much  on  account  of  a  shortage  of  water,  the  supply  in  most 
houses  appearing  to  be  sufficient,  but  by  reason  of  the  insani¬ 
tary  state  of  the  district — the  lack  of  scavenging — the  numerous 
privies  and  earth  closets,  the  contents  of  which  are  generally 
distributed  in  the  rather  small  gardens  in  close  proximity  to  the 
wells,  thereby  rendering  the  water  very  liable  to  contamination. 
Secondary  reasons  are  the  frequent  presence  of  iron  in  the 
water,  and  the  inconvenience  and  labour  involved  on  raising 
w7ater  by  hand  from  wells. 

In  view  of  the  present  necessity  for  strict  economy,  I  have 
not  sent  samples  for  analysis  to  any  extent,  neither  does  there 
appear  at  this  juncture  any  particular  need  to  do  so,  since  wells 
that  are  obviously  liable  to  contamination  are  potentially  as 
dangerous  as  those  already  polluted. 

In  adumbrating,  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a  public  water 
supply  for  Pulborough,  two  important  points  should  he  borne  in 
mind,  firstly  that  the  District  Council  have  plans  for  the 
erection  of  28  working  class  dwellings  at  the  northern  side  of 
Codmore  Hill,  for  which  the  neccesity  of  providing  adequate 
water  supply  will  be  a  large  item  in  the  expense.  Secondly  that 
other  villages  in  the  Thakeham  District,  and  on  the  adjacent 
Horsham  Rural  are  equally,  if  not  more  in  need  of  a  public 
supply,  namely,  Coldwaltliam  and  West  Chiltington  in  the 
Thakeham  District,  and  numerous  villages  in  the  wealden  part 
of  the  Horsham  Rural. 

The  Stane  Street  between  Pulborough  and  Billingslrurst,  and 
thence  to  Slinfold  and  Horsham  is  thickly  studded  with 
dwellings,  and  will  no  doubt  become  more  developed  if  water 
could  be  more  easily  obtained.  The  private  Water  Company 
which  supplied  Billingshurst  became  bankrupt  in  1915,  and  was 
taken  over  by  the  Horsham  Rural  District  Council,  who  have 
great  difficulty  in  maintaining  a  supply,  owing  to  the  failure  of 
the  bore-hole.  The  highest  ground,  808ft.  above  sea  level,  is 
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Very  favourably  situated  for  supplying  a  large  area  of  the  weald 
surrounding  it  by  gravitation,  and  there  appears  to  be  an 
abundance  of  water  to  be  obtained  by  boring  in  the  Greensand 
for  the  purpose. 

Major  Tullooh  and  Haworth  in  their  report  to  you  made  in 
1912,  outlined  two  schemes  : — 

(1) .  A  joint  scheme  (estimated  at  that  time  to  cost  £20,000), 
for  supplying  from  the  chalk  the  villages  of  Storrington, 
Pulborougli  and  West  Chiltington. 

(2) .  A  scheme  for  supplying  from  the  Hythe  Beds  (part  of 
the  Greensand),  the  village  of  Pulborough  itself.  Estimated  to 
cost  £8,000. 

(o).  A  joint  scheme  for  the  supply  from  the  Hythe  Beds,  of 
West  Chiltington  and  Pulborough. 

Which  of  these  schemes  if  resuscitated  would  be  the  least 
expensive,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  state,  but  I  should  imagine 
that  the  extension  from  the  existing  supply  at  Storrington 
would  now  be  impracticable.  For  the  two  latter  schemes 
Major  Tulloch  and  Haworth  suggest  that  a  bore-hole  should  be 
sunk  about  800  yards  to  the  south  west  of  West  Nash  Farm, 
with  a  service  reservoir  situated  on  the  high  ground  above  the 
farm.  They  state  that  the  provision  of  straining  tanks  would 
be  necessary  owing  to  the  water  from  the  Hythe  Beds  being 
heavily  charged  with  sand. 

Failing  the  resuscitation  of  either  of  these  schemes,  the 
utilisation  of  the  waste  water  from  the  Railway  Company’s 
bore  might  be  worth  considering. 

Owing  to  the  financial  conditions  prevailing  it  does  not 
appear  very  likely  that  an  expensive  scheme  for  providing  a 
water  supply  would  eventuate  for  some  time.  Meanwhile  the 
most  urgent  need  for  Pulborough  is  the  inception  of  an  efficient 
system  of  scavenging,  with  the  provision  of  sanitary  ashbins 
and  regular  removal  of  excreta  from  the  closets.  Such  a 
scheme  would  go  a  long  way  towards  removing  the  existing 
danger  of  pollution  of  the  wells. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  STANLEY  CHILD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January,  1921. 
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GENERAL  REPORT. 


WEST  SUSSEX  NORTHERN  COMBINED  SANITARY 

DISTRICT. 


Comparative  Statistics. 


District 

Area  in 
Acres 
Land  Sc 
Water. 

In¬ 

land 

Water. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Census 

1911. 

No. 

In¬ 

habited 

Houses 

Census 

1911 

Per¬ 

sons 

to  a 
House 

Assessable 

Value 

March 

1920 

Rural  Districts 

Horsham 

75,834 

396 

20,792 

4,555 

4.56 

£146,872 

Midhurst 

66,775 

273 

15,280 

3,425 

4.46 

£80,302 

Petworth 

45,754 

260 

8,776 

1,956 

4.49 

£42,327 

Thakeham  ... 

40,632 

80 

8,334 

1,858 

4.49 

£54,621 

Urban  District 

Horsham 

1,279 

— - 

11,314 

2,545 

4.45 

£56,500 

Total  ... 

229,774 

1009 

64,946 

14,239 

4.49 

£380,572 

District 

Popula¬ 

tion 

1920. 

Birth 

rate. 

Death 

rate. 

Infant 

mor¬ 

tality. 

Zymo¬ 

tic 

death 

rate. 

Pulmon¬ 

ary 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

death 

rate. 

Horsham  Urban 

11,674 

22 . 6 

10.9 

45 

0.25 

0.17 

Horsham  Rural 

20,674 

20.9 

9.6 

48 

0 . 09 

0.53 

Midhurst  R.  ... 

14,708 

20 . 2 

10.9 

47 

0 . 08 

0.47 

Petworth  R.  ... 

7,742 

24. 1 

11.7 

21.3 

0.12 

0.90 

Thakeham  R. 

7,709 

22.6 

10.7 

51.4 

0.25 

0.0 

W.  Sussex  County 

174,647 

21.95 

11.58 

49 

0.33 

0.45 

W.  Sx.  Rural  Districts 

88,606 

22.89 

10.9 

51 

0.31 

0 . 59 

England  k  Wales 

25.4 

12.4 

80 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  no  properly  equipped  hospitals  in  the  combined 
District  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases.  Petworth 
Rural  District  maintains  a  cottage  in  which  it  is  possible  to 
isolate  three  cases  of  one  disease  at  a  time.  It  has  so  far  met 
the  needs  of  the  district  which  has  fortunately  been  very  free 
from  infectious  diseases  for  many  years.  Horsham  Urban 
District  possess  a  large  farm  house  situated  at  the  sewage  farm 
which  has  been  used  for  isolation  purposes,  and  might  be  used 
again  in  case  of  a  serious  outbreak  of  disease,  but  it  has  been 
refused  recognition  by  the  late  Local  Government  Board  on 
account  of  its  unfavourable  situation,  defective  water  supply, 
and  general  unsuitability  structurally. 

Owing  to  the  generous  gifts  by  the  Red  Cross  Society  of 
Motor  Ambulances  the  problem  has  been  partially  solved  by 
sending  cases  to  hospitals  in  neighbouring  districts.  Horsham 
Urban  and  Districts  are  served  mainly  by  the  hospital  situated 
in  the  Cuekfield  Rural  District,  supplemented  when  this  is  full 
by  East  Grinstead  and  Hove. 

Thakeham  Rural  District  now  send  their  cases  by  arrange¬ 
ment  to  the  Hove  Sanatorium. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  Midhurst  Rural  District 
Council  consented  reluctantly  to  the  removal  of  cases  in  which 
the  necessity  of  isolation  is  very  urgent  to  the  Farnham 
Isolation  Hospital,  but  the  distance  to  be  travelled  by  the 
patient  in  some  parts  of  the  district  is  very  great,  and  the  state 
of  affairs  as  existing  is  by  no  means  satisfactory. 


PRECAUTION  TAKEN  AGAINST  THE  SPREAD  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

All  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  In  some  districts  the  certifiying  practitioner 
informs  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  same  time. 

On  the  receipt  of  a  notification  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
immediately  reports  the  case  by  letter  or  telegram  to  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector  of  the  district,  who  is  expected  at  once  to  visit 
the  house,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  sanitary  conditions, 
to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  outbreak,  and  to  send 
a  full  report  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  If,  on  receipt  of 
the  report  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  thinks  it  necessary,  he  at  once  proceeds  to  visit  the  case 
personally,  and  in  certain  cases  does  not  wait  for  the  report, 


70 


If  the  outbreak  appears  to  be  connected  with  a  school  this  is 
visited,  and  a  search  made  for  “  missed”  cases. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer. 


DISINFECTION. 

On  recovery  of  the  patient,  the  medical  practitioner  in 
attendance  fills  up  a  stamped  addressed  post  card  notifying  the 
Inspector  that  the  house  is  ready  for  disinfection. 

In  a  few  cases  the  disinfection  is  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  medical  attendant,  who  certifies  that  it  has 
been  done  to  his  satisfaction. 

The  method  employed  is  to  fumigate  the  rooms,  either  with 
formaldehyde  gas  or  sulphur  dioxide,  to  strip  the  paper  from 
the  walls  and  limewash  the  ceilings,  to  wash  all  the  woodwork 
with  disinfectant,  and  to  boil  all  washable  materials  used  by 
the  patient. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  sent  to  practitioners  on  application.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  each  district  keeps  a  stock  of  4,000  units 
in  case  of  emergency. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  two  local  authorities  concerned  with  the  treatment  and 
prevention  of  the  disease  are  the  County  Council,  and  the 
District  Councils  acting  in  close  co-operation. 

In  organising  a  campaign  against  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
the  main  features  are  Treatment  and  Prevention,  the  latter 
being  from  an  economic  point  of  view  by  far  the  more  important, 
although  its  importance  has  been  hitherto  rather  overshadowed 
by  the  curative  side  ;  the  provision  of  Sanatoria  whatever  may 
be  the  merits  or  demerits,  being  an  expensive  concession  to  a 
sentimental  public  opinion. 

The  function  of  the  County  Council  is  partly  therapeutic  and 
partly  preventive.  In  carrying  out  preventive  measures  the 
more  important  points  are  the  segregation  of  advanced  cases,  the 
provision  of  sanitary  housing,  the  prevention  of  overcrowding, 
disinfection  and  propaganda. 

Now  that  the  County  Council  have  acquired  premises  at 
Aldingbourne,  an  opportunity  will  arise  of  putting  into  force  the 
first  of  these  measures,  namely  the  segregation  of  advanced  cases, 
without  which  the  whole  campaign  is  doomed  to  failure.  The 
provision  of  open-air  shelters  by  the  County  Council  is  a 
measure  which  also  helps  in  isolating  cases,  and  the  relief  of 
overcrowding. 
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The  methods  in  force  with  regard  to  District  Sanitary 
authorities  on  receipt  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a 
notification,  to  initiate  preventive  measures,  are  summarised 
as  follows  : — 

1.  Visiting  the  home  of  a  patient  by  the  M.O.H.  or  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

2.  Preparation  of  a  report  on  the  home  conditions,  to  be  sent 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  wThen  applied  for. 

A  copy  of  the  special  form  adopted  is  appended. 

3.  The  remedying  of  any  sanitary  defects,  overcrowding, 
etc.,  found. 

4.  Disinfection  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  patient  : — - 

(a)  To  be  offered  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit  and 

carried  out  if  accepted. 

(b)  To  be  carried  out  on  the  removal  or  death  of  the 
patient. 

5.  Distribution  of  advice  books  on  the  precautions  that 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  infection  of  other  persons. 

6.  Provision  of  spitting  cups  and  flasks  to  patients  in  poor 
circumstances. 
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Northern  Combined  Sanitary  District  of  West  Sussex. 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HORSHAM. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Report  on  Home  Conditions. 

Case  No .  Horsham . 102... 

Name  of  Patient  Age 

Address 

No.  of : — Rooms  Bedrooms  Families  Occupants 

Overcrowding  Rent 

Patient's  Bedroom.  Occupied  by  : —  Persons ,  Beds. 

No.  of  persons  sharing  Patient's  bed. 

Cleanliness  '.—-Walls  Ceiling 

Floor  Bedding 

Nature  of  Floor  Coverings  Excess  of  Furniture 

Aspect  Window — Adequate  Defective 

Ventilation  Lighting  Fireplace 

Window  open  by  day  By  night 

Dampness ,  etc. 

House  : —  Garden  : — Size  Aspect 

Suitable  for  Shelter 
Other  Sanitary  Defects  :  — 

Action  contemplated  by  Sanitary  Authority  : — 

Disinfection  :  —  Offered  Accepted 

Supplied  with  : — Advice  Booh  Sputum  Flash  Sputum  Pot 
Remarks  : 


Signed 


